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Io the right vvorſhi 
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| full, learned, and moſt gentle Gentle- 
1 man, my verie good «Mailer, NAA Ws. 
| Edward Suliard, Eſquire, VV. vVVVVIo 
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Y it pleaſe you Syr, | 
thys once more t0 beare with my | 
rudenes, in preſenting vnto out. 


y ſample capacity:wherin although g- 
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am not able to bring you anie 


thing, which is meete to detaine 
ere you from your more ſerious mat. 
I ters : yet vppon my knowledee of your former courtely & your | | 
 fauoarable conntenaunce towardes all enterpriſes of Lear- 
ning, I dare mate bold to crane your aceuitomed patience, is 
* turning ouer ſome of theſe fewe leanes , which I Shall account, + 
woof to | 


, 


NY 
my 
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* recompence, then the writing thereof may 
i The firme hope of your wonted gentlenes , not an 
(Liu H myne owne labour , made me thus pr 
raue your worships patronage for my poore 
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an were bs 3 
Alexander, who (in a; 
ame « line, & acking the Pnters iudgment of his drang hr 
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Kyll 0 I beeing 4 learner, wyll trye my cunning in ſome parts 
— of Learning , though neuer ſo ſample. 1 


in crauin your iudg ment, 1 | et me ty 
cuſe: thatwhereas true Gentilitie did neuer withdrawe her 
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ſowe to by malle by Apelles to King 

taking vp one of his penſilles ic 


ſport) 


I is doone (quoth Apellet) like a King: meaning indeede 
it was drawen as he pleaſed, but was no me ke this good 


workmanshippe, Uty ſelfe in like ſort, taking vppon me, o 
make a dranzht of Engliſn Poetty, and requeſting your mor- 


2 a a4 


5. c enſe ure of the ſame, you wyll perhaps Oue me thys ber- 
t was dqone like a Scholler, meaning, as I caulai bus 


7 


©  Indeede more lite io alearner then one through grounded in 


Paeticall workmanship. 


Alexander in drawing his ne, leaned ſometime tos bard, 


* 
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othermbyle too ſoft, as neuer hauing bee ne apprentice to the 


Arte : in drawing this Poeticall diſcourſe , male it ſome 


wheretoſtraight (leaning out the cheefe. colloures and orna- 
ments of Poetry) in an other place to wyde (ſtuffing in peeces 


little pertinent to true Poetry) as one neuer acquainted wyth 
the learned (Ac uſes. ri hat then? as he being a k 72 f, 
21 


Nowe, as for my ſaucie pr eng pon jour erpec lea fauor 
4, 1 beſeech you let me make thys ex- 


& 


lowing affection from lowely Lady 4. E 1 amperſwa- 


ded, that your worshyppe cannot chuſe , continue your 


_- wonted fanonrable beniznitie towardes all the indenourers to 


learning, of which corporation I doo indeede profeſſe my ſelfe 
one ſilie member. . 


Fu ſiththewritercof all ages have ſought as an vndeub+ | 
tee Bulwarke and Hedfaft ſanegarde the patronage of Nobili: 
ge, (a chielus as ſure as can be tglearning) wherin to chrowde 


and 
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vppow, becing of it ſelfe vna ble to 5hyft the carping canilles 


and byting [cornes of lemde controllers? - 


And in trueth, where myght I rather chooſe 4 ſore de- 


fence and readyerefuge for the ſame , then where I ſce per- 
fecte Gentil:tye, and nobleneſſe of minde, to be faſte lyncked 
with excellencie of learning and affable courteſye? Moreo- 


wer, adde thys to the ende of myne excnſe : that 7 ſende it 


delight you": but being a ſleight ſomewhat compyled for re- 
creation, in the intermyſ/1ons of my daylie buſineſſe, euen 


auoura- 


ad ſifahe place their ſenerall inventians : wii should um 
1 ſeeke ſome harbour for my oore trauell toreHe and ſi | 6 ä 


into jour ſight, not as anie wyttie peece of worte that may 
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thys Summer Eueninges) as 4 token of that earneft and un- 

gaenchable deſjre I hue to shewe my ſelfe duetifull and wel. 

wylling towardes you. VV herevnto I am continually enfla- 
med more and more, when ] conſider eyther your 2 

Ile freendsinppe vſed towardes my ſelfe, or your gentle coun- 

tenaunce shewed te my ſimple trauelles. The one I haue tryed 


in that bomely tranſlation I preſented unto you : the other I 


finae true in your curteous putting to my truſt, and dooing me 
ſo great honeſly and credite, with the charge of theſe toward 
young Gentlemen your ſonncs. 


To which pregnant ympes of right excellent hope, 7 would : 


I were able, or you night haue occaſion to make triallof my 
louing minde : who shoulde well perceyne my ſelfe to remayne 


vnto them a faythfull and truſty Achates, euen ſo farre as my 


healt h or byfe may erue | to ſerche myne 4 bi lay. | 


Huge heapes of wordes I myght pyle together to trouble 


you wythall : eyther of my ſelfe or of my dooinges, (as ſome 

doo) or of your worshyppes commendable vertues (as the 
moſte doo) But I purpoſely chuſe rather to let paſſe the ſprea- 
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wealth my woe, my power or perrill, my penne or witte, my 
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of that worthy fame which you haur ever deſerned then | | 


ehe Farming fate which nr here 
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berefore once ageine craving your gentle parton, 
4 ente i your overlooking thys rude B- | 
© | piſtle: and wyshing more happineſſe thes | 
my denne can expreſſe to jou ang | 
Pour whole retinewe, J re 
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1» A Preface to the noble 
1 Poets of Englande -. 


Mong the innumerable ſortes of Englyſhe 
Booxkes, and infinite fardles of printed pam - 
T\\&-phlcts; wherewith thys Countrey is peſte- 
red, all thoppes ſtuffed, and cuery itudy fut · 
;  _ _niſhed+thegreateſt part Ithinke in any one 
kinde, arc ſuch as are either meere Poeticall , or which 
tende in ſome re (as either in matter or forme) to 
Poetry. Of ſuch Bookes therſore, ſith I haue beene one, 
that haue had a defire to reade not the feweſt, and becauſe 
iet is an argument, which men of great leatning haue no 
Z leyſureto handle, or at the leaſt hauing to doo with more 
ſcrious matters doo leaſt regatde « If I write ſomething, 
concerning what I thinke of our Engliſh Poets, oraduen- 
turetoſertedowne my ſimple iudgement of Engliſh Po- 
etrie, I truſt the learned Poets will gine me leaue, and 
vouchſafe my Booke paſſage, as becing fot the rudeneſſe 
thereof no preiudice to theit noble ſtudies, but euen (as 
my intent is) an inſtar cotis to ſtirre vppe ſome other of 
meete abilitie, to beſtowe trauell in this matter: whereby 
I thinke wee may not onelie get the meanes which We 
yet want, to diſcerne betweene good writers and badde, 
but perhappes alſo challenge trom the rude multitude f 
ruſticall Rymers, who will be called Poets, the right prac- _ 
tiſe and orderly courſe of true Poetti x. 

It is to be wondred at of all, and is lamented of manie, 
that whereas all kinde of good learning, haue aſpyred to 
royall dignitie and ſtateli: grace in our Engliſh tongue, 
being nor onelie founded. defended, maintained, aud en- 
larged, bur alſo purged from faultes, weeded of etrours, ce 
polliſted from barbarouſnes, by men of great authoritie 
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: ropting it with fantaſticali ercours , VVhat ſhoulde be 


the cauſe, that ourEngliſh ſpeechꝭ in ſome of the wy- 


ſeſt mens iudgements, hath neuer attained to anie ſuffici- 
ent tipenes, nay not ful auoided the reproch of barbarouſ- 


ence vtterlie diſproueth it to be anie of theſe what then? 
ſurelie the canckred enmine of curious cuſtome : which 
as it neuer was great freend to ar ou learning, ſo in 
_ this hath itgrounded in the moſt, 
ſwaſion of an impoſſibilitie in matching the beſt, that the 


5 fineſt witts and moſt diuine heades, haue contented them 
ſlelues with a baſe kinde of fingering : rather debaſing 


7 ee in ſetting forth theyr ſkyll in the cour- 
ſeſt marmet, then for breaking cuſtome, they would la- 


with the bigheſt & moſt learnedſt toppe of true Poetry. 
The tudenes or vnaptneſſe of our Countrey to be either 
none or no hinderaunce, if reformation were made accor- 
. dinglie, the exquiſite excellency in all kindes of good icar- 


ning nowe flouriſhing among vs, inferiour to none other 


nation, may ſufficiently declare. 
That there be as eee 

as euer were among the pe 
Romaines, it were a note of 
And is our ſpeeche ſo courſe, or our phraſe ſo harſhe, that 
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elefle Greciãns, orrenowmed 


Poetry cannot therein finde a vayne whereby it may af- 


peare like it ſelſe?ꝰ why ſhould we think ſo baſely of this? 
which 
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>: to amende it, thoſe that can, reſeruing theyr ſkyll to the. 
ſſelues, thoſe that cannot, running headlong vppon it. 
8 2g to garniſh it with their deuiſes, but more oor- 


bour to adorne their Countrey and aduaunce their ſtyle 


ote of no witte at all in me to deny. 
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nes in Poetry: the rudenes oi the Countrey, or baſeneſſe 
of wytts ! or the courſe Dalat of the ſpeeche? experi- 


uch a negligent per- I | 


uicke wittes in England, 
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which asthryweroby byrch Toy bs, bykiode ide (mem 
by originatt oflemedeſetnt : ſo nodaubt , a Bloquence „ - 2 
bath founde ſuch fauourets n the Engliſh tongue, as ſne 
frequenteth not ai more gladly. ſo would . Poeryeit | 
there were the like welcomeand entertainment gruen her 
by our Hngliſh Ports, without queſtion aſpy tg ta won- 
derfull perfectiam und àppeare fate more gorgeous and 
delectable among vs. Thus much Lam bolde to ſay in 
behalfe of Pöõettieʒ not trat I meate to call in queſt ion 
the reuerend and learned workes of Poetics; titten in 
our tongue by men of rare iudgement: and moſt exellent 
Poets : but euen as it wereby way of: ſupplication to the 
famous and learned Lawreat Maſters of Englande, that 
they would but conſult one halfe howre with their hea - 
uenly Muſe, what credite they might winne to theyt na- 
tive ſpeeche, what enormities they might wipe out of 
ms Poetry, what a fitte vaine they niches vent, 
wherein (leweforth their worthie faculties : it zog. 1 
liſh Poetrie were truely reformed, and ſome perfect plat- 
forme or Proſodia of verſify ing were by them ratifyed and 


ſette downe : eyther in immitation of Greekes and La. 
tines, or where it would ſlcant abyde the touch of theyunr 
Rules, the like obſeruations ſelected and eſtabliſned by 
the naturall affectation of the ſpeeche. Thus much I ſay, _ 
not to perſwade you that are the fauourers of Eng he 
Poetry but to mooue it to you : bee ing not the firſte that 
baue thought vpõ this matter, but one that by cõſent of 
others, haue taken vppon me to lay it once again in yout 
wayes, if per haps you may ſtumble vppon it, and chance 
to looke ſo lowe from your diuine cogitations , When 
your Muſe mounteth to the ſtarres, andranſacketh the 
Spheres of heauen : whereby perhaps you may take com- ,, - MF__© 
paſſion of noble Poetry, pittitullie mangled and defaced, 5 VVV 
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/ride lmatteters and batbarous ioumitatoursof your 


worthy ſtudics. If the motion bee worthy your rc rd 
it is enor 


to mooue it, if not, my wordes woulde fim, - 
in perſwading you, and therefore I reſt yp- 


that of yout courteſies, you wyll 


4 


, vnder your fauourable corrections, for 
y ſimple cenſure of Engl ſn Poetty, herein it you 
leaſe to runne it ouer, you ſhall knowe breefely myne 


Spin n of the moſt part fouraccaſtomed Poets, and 


rticularly-in his place, the lyttle ſomewhat which 


25 ted out of my weake braync CONCCT- p 
110 mi thys reformed verſiſy ig. n 


; 1 | | | | 
: ? * A VV KS , , = % * | # - 1 : ; 
: : * * < 4 
. 3 , | | „ * N | 
5 


* * 
- ; 
* # * - 
* 
* 
* 5 | 
5 6 " * " * + : 
4 - = bl - 1 ” 9 4 1 : 
\ 1 * * + S * 4 - ® - 5 | 
; 


: 55 | & he | | 
” f . | - 8 7 . 
— — es RF 75 r 

| P * Oo 1 6 * 4 45 


> - 7 - 1 g ” 
5 25 . ; I'S 8 3 
. , * . , - * | | 
om = . . & =» . 1 5 » a 
— N N - wy” + 4% Oy PLY h 
5 | * - - # *® * # # » = | | 


— 
* - Z 
| N „ - 
: : ot * - g wy} i 
1 7 " 1 £ | 
F 1 | 1 | 
* 2 ; : 2 
— 3 — 4 - | 
N 0 h 
N 9 8 
[ 4 
; i 
[1 | 4 
| J ö i . 
= 
| C. 
[ 1 9 
” F - - = j 1 
- f . , % f if [2 
. 9 * * - | 
md as * * 5 * oy a l | 
% { , 
= ” * | Ti 
" | n & 4 " | F 
; 2, b. l * ” % 
- - 4 ff nt « % * 
7 . i : 
os * 1 5 4 ; 
PY n 4 : - 
# : : 
F 4 : - =. i 
* - - ind - 
* * f 
* : ; 
4 4 F 
| N ; - # #& & 
% * * 
* * a a - 
t ; ; ; 
* * 1 - 5 . : 
. I . % * 
% 8 ' | 
o of p J 
— * * * - . ' 
, m” : = 4 9 * 4 PH 
j $ 4 . * : " i * 
„„ ry s 
s : « * 
= * 
: ; ' b 4 3 % 
on Y = - 2 
- ” * * — . on * 
: | : : 
. . * c 4 FY C45 4 wid + F | 
- 
: f * , 
* 
- 1 » # 
a " ** * - 
=> « * < 
* 
* # + jo | 
* ö 4 
2 2 | 
| . 
* * * 
* . | 
* 
- . « 1 * 4 5 f 
bs 
 & * 5 


— * 
„ % "4 | 
- 
* * 4 | 
= 1 - P | . ö 
— > I "Sr 1s 0 5 7 
„ # * . | 
A * 2 
; ) 
: " 
4 
* 
: 
| 
1 
n . 
* 
: L 
| [ 
«no - | 
'$ 
9 
9 | 
| | 
| 
ES oi 


AS 


: 


pw; 


Diſcourſe of E 
8 ülhe Poetri. 


Ntendin og to write. ſome dif- 

courſe of Cngliſh Poetrie, I thinke 
it not amplle if J ſptake ſomething 
generally of Poe: 
whence it bad the beginning, and of 
n, elke it hath allvapes 


in Engliſh, to make, may pzoperly be 
king: which wozd as it hath: alwaies hi 
the beſt of our Gnglilh Poets, to expꝛel 

king oz w2yting Poetically ;.ſo doth; ith 
fitly the whole grace and pzoperty of the 
and effectually then any other Englich e 
is an Arte, (02 rather a moꝛe excellent 5 5 then can be con- 
fayned wythin the compaſſe of Arte) though J neede not ſtande 
long to pꝛoue, both the witnes of Horace, who w2ote de arte 


Poetica, and of Terence, who calleth it Arte A ſcam, and 


the very naturall pzoperty thereof may ſufficiently declare: 
The beginning of it as appeareth by Plato, was of a bcrtuous 
and moſt dcuout purpoſe, who witneſſeth, that by occaſion 
meeting of a great company of young to ſolemnize p fe 
which were called Pan egeryca, and wert Wont. to be celebzated 
_ every fift peere, ther e, they that 7 moſt pꝛegnant in wytt, 

1. 


trie, as, whaf if ts, 5 | 
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ſppꝛed. Wherebpon, thzoughout the noble woꝛkes of thoſe 
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and e ee, wyledome x knowledge i in Pu⸗ 


mealured attoꝛding to the ſweeteſt notes of Puſicke , contai- 
ning the pzayſe of ſome noble vertne;oz of immoztalitie, oꝛ of 
ſome ſach thing of greateſt eſtimation : which vnto them ſee- 
med, ſo heauenly and iopous q thing, that, thinking ſuch men 
to be inſpyꝛde with ſome ing 
led them ” ares, S when ther 
and. apteſt capacities beganne i {mitation of theſe fo frame dit- 
tics of lighter — bs and ti — 

of the pleaſanteſt kind ol Puſicke , then began there to grows 
a diſtinttion and great diuerſity betweene makers and makers. 
Whereby (J take it) beganne thys difference : that they which 
- handled in the audtence of the people, graue and neceſſary mat- 
ters, were called wiſe men oꝛ eloq 
by Dates: and the 8 ſange of loue matters, 02 other 
Itghter deuiſes alluting vnto pleaſure and delight,” were called 
Poeta 0; makers.. Thus tt appeareth, both Eloquente and og 
n beginning unnd oz iginall from theſe ext 
| g framed in fuch fwertemeaſure of ſentences 1 85 
\ t. h rmon 717 4c; which is an apt compoſition of 
Woꝛdes dz clali 


euen whether 


* 


them anie thing er they would 02 no. And heerthence is 
4 withdzawn e from a wylde and ſa⸗ 
nadge kinde of life. taciajllity and een pright know- 
ledge ol bumanity by the fozce-of this — e 02 tunable. 


ſpeak nl. 
{This opinion ſha!l pon finde confirmed thzoughont the 


wiſedome and knowledge to be included myſtically in that di⸗ 
nction, where with they thought their are: to bee in⸗ 


deloꝛe named, are the authoꝛities 


| edged; * Cicerot in his T uſculanc ques 
tions 


xcellent | 
te een 


1 
— 


ſicke aboue the reſt did vſe commonly to make godly verſes, 


inc from heaven, they cal- 
iong them of the fineſt wits 


uning them to the ſtroake of ſome 


or men, which they meant 


awimg as it were by fozce | b bearers eares 
ener it en that Plato affirmeth therein to 
ſüithauntment, as it were fo perlwade 


| Whole Wwozkes of Placo and Ariſtotle: And that ſuch was the e⸗ 
ftimationfthis Poetry at thofe times, that they ſuppoſed all 
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ions is ot that minde, that a Poet cannot erpꝛete verſes a- 
7 boundantly, ſufficiently, and fully, neither his eloquence can 
> flowepleaſauntly, oꝛ bis woꝛdes ſounde well and plentcouſly, 


thing doubt. but if his other wozkes were common abzoade; 
we ſhould haue of our owne Poets, whom wee might matche 


-Painres, great and famous men, did euer encourage, mayn- 


| onely to haue the whole power in their bandes, of making men 


* ; Py : ” 
„ 8 — = 93 4 2 1 \ 
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without celeſtiall inſtinction: which Poets themſelues do ve⸗ 
ry often and gladlie witnes of themſelues, as namely Ouid in 
6. Faſto: Eft deus in ndbis Atitante calle ſcimus illo. c. Mhere⸗ 
vnto J doubt not equally to adiopne the authozitye ot our late 
famous Engliſh Poet, who wꝛote the Sheepheards Calender, 
where lamenting the decay of Nn thele dayes,lailh nick 
ſwetely to the ſame, 


Then make thee winges of thine Ar pyring wytt, 
And whence thou cameſt flye backe to heauen apace. &c, 


Whole fine poeticall — — moſt exquiſite learning · as be / 
ſhewed aboundantlp in that peece of wozke , in my iudgment 
inkeriour to the woꝛkes neither ol Theocritus in Greeke , no2 
Virgil! in Latine. whom hee narrowly immitateth: ſo J no-/ 


which are as J thinke in þ cloſe cuſtodie of certaine his friends, 


in all reſpects with the beſt. And among all other his wozkes 
whatſoeuer, J would wylh to haue the ſight of bys Engliſh Po- 
et, which his freend E. K. did once pꝛomiſc fo publiſhe, which 
whether he perſoꝛmed oz not, J knowe not, il he did mx happe 
bath not berne ſo good as pet to (ee it. 

But to returne to the eſtimation of Poetry. Belles bögreat 
and p2ofitable fruifes contained in Poetry, fo2 the inſtruction 
of manners and pzecepts of good life ( fo2 that was thefly re- 


= ſpeced in the firſt age of Poetry) this is alſo added fo the efcrs 


nall commendations of that noble faculty : that Kinges and 


faine,and reward Poets in al ages: becauſe they were thought 


either immoꝛtally famous foꝛ their valiaunt cxploytes and vers 
tuous exerciſes , 02 perpetually infamous fo2 their vicious 
lines, Wherevppon it is ſaid of 07 "1" a0 this onely van- 


, k 5 
. 
> 
ard bs * * 6 . as 1 iy 2. 
. 8 92 
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| tagehehadofHeaor . that it was his tutune to be extollen 


pe wept ouer Achilles Tombe, in foy that he conceined at the 


2 


. — —— 
2 Sh n 2 * 


A Diſcourſe of : 


and remowned by the heaucnly verſe of Homer. And as Tully 
reco2deth to be wzitten of Alex ander,that with natural feares 


conſideration, howe it was his happe to be honoured wyth fo 


diuine a wozke, as Homers was. Ariftotle , a moſt pzudent 


and learned Philoſopher, bering appointed Schwlemaſter to 
the young P2ince Alexander, thought no wozke ſo meete to be 


reade vnto a Bing, as the woꝛke of Homer: wherein the poung 
Paince being by him inſtructed thꝛoughly, ſound ſuch wonder⸗ 


full delight in the ſame when hee tame to maturity „ that bee 


in it rightly conſiſted, and Na conſequently it obteyned 
ſuch eſtimation. 


 memozable in the excellent gyft of 
Agri that it was Orpheus, who by the ſwete gyft ol his hea⸗ 
nenly Poetry, withdꝛew men from raungyng vneertainly,and | | 
wandzing bꝛutiſhly about, and made them gather together, and 
ktepe company, made houſes, and kept fellowſhippe together, 


EW e * Horace ſapth) to alſwage ide 
ſtierceneſſe 


would not onely haue it with him in all his iourneyes, but in 


bis bedde alſo vnder his pyllowe, to delight him and teache him 
both nights and dapes. The ſame is repoꝛted of noble Scipio, 


who finding the two Bokes of Homer in the ſpople of gon 
Darius, eſteemed them as wonderfull pzecious Jewelles , 
king one of them his companion fo2 the night, the other fo2 "the 


dap. And not onely was he thus affected to Þ one peece oꝛ parte 
of Poctry, but ſo generally he loued the p2ofeflo2s thereof, that 
in his molt ſerious affayzes , and hotteſt warres againſt Nu- 


mantia and Carthage,he could no whitte be without that olde 
Poet Ennius in his company. But fo ſpeake of alt thoſe noble 


to Poets, were tedious, and would require a rehearſall of all 
ſuch, in whoſe time there grewe any to credite and eſtimation 


mation of Poets. Nowe J fhinke moſt meete, to ſpeake ſome- 
what,concerning what hath bene the vſe of Poetry, and wher- 


that was firſt woꝛthelpe 
detrpe, the beſt wꝛpters 


To begin therefoze with the 


and wyſe Pꝛinces, who bare ſpeciall fauour and countenaunce 


in that faculty. Thus farre thereſoꝛe may ſaffice fo2 the eſti⸗ 
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errenet of Tygers, — moone the harde Flynts, After bn mel 
was Amphion, who was the firſt that cauſcd Citties to bes 
builded, and men therein fo line decently and oꝛderly acco2ding- 


| Englih Fact” 


to lawe and right. Next, was Tyrtæus, who began fo p2ac- 
tiſe warlike defences, to kepe backe enemies, and ſave them 
ſelues from inuaſton of focs. In thys place J thinke were moſt 

conuentent to rehearſe that auncient Poet Pyndarus : but of 


the certaine time wherein he flouriſhed , J am not very cer- 


taine: but of the place where he continued moſte, it ſhoulde 
ſteme to be the Citty of Thebes, by Plinie who repoꝛteth, that 
Alexander in ſacking the ſame Tittie, woulde not ſuffer the 
houſe wherein he dwelt to be ſpopled as all the reſt were, Af- 
ter theſe was Homer, who as it were in one ſumme compꝛe⸗ 
hended all knowledge, wiſedome, learning, and pollicie, that 
was incident fo the capacity of man. And who lo liſte to take 


viewe of hys two Bookes, one ok his Iliadecs , the other tis O- 


diſsea, ſhall thꝛoughly perceiue what the right vſe of Poetry 
is: which indeede is to mingle p2ofite with pleaſure, and ſo to 
delight the Reader with pleaſantnes of hys Arte, as in p meane 

time, his mind may be well inſtructeh with knowledge and 
wiſedome. Foz ſo did that wo2thy Poet frame thoſe his two 


woꝛkes, that in reading the firſt, that is bis Iliads, by declaring / 


and ſetting foꝛth ſo liucly the Grecians aſſembly againft Troy, 
fogether with their pꝛoweſſe and foztitude againſt their foes, 
a Pzince ſhall learne not onely courage, and valiantneſſe, but 
difcrefion alſo and pollicie to encounter with his enemies, 
pea a perfect ſoꝛme of wyſe conſultations, with his Captaines, | 


and expoꝛtations to the people, with other infinite commodi-/ : 5 


ties. 


Agapne, in the other part, wherein are deſcribed the mani⸗ 
fold. and daungerous aduentures of Vliſſes, may a man learne 


' many noble vertues: and alſo learne to eſcape and auoyde tze 
ſubtyll pzactiſes, and perrilous enfrappinges of naughty pers | | 
ſons: andnot onely this, but in what ſoꝛt alſo he may deale to | 
| knowe and perceine the affections of thoſe which benere unten 
him, and moſt familiar with him, the better to put them tu 
i wr 8 * matters of waight and impoztaunce. 


Therefoze 
B. ilis. Amar 


conteptes, whereby they might dꝛawe mens mindes into ad⸗ 


Empedocles, that in hys — ent he 1 


= -A Dicbuife of 


belt kinde of Poetry, to direct ones endenour alwayes to that 
marke, that with delight they map enermoze adiopne commo⸗ 
ditie to theyꝛ Readers: which becauſe J grounde vpon Homer 


the Pꝛince of all Poets, therefoze haue J alledged the oꝛder of 


bis wozke, as an authoꝛitp ſufficiently pꝛouing this aſſertion, 
Howe what other Poets which followed bim, and berne of 


greateſt fame, haue done ſoꝛ the moſte parte in their ſeuerall 


woꝛkes, J wyll bꝛieſelp, and as my flender ability wyll ſerue 
me declare, But by my leaue, J muff content my ſelle to 


ſpeake not of all, but of ſuch as my ſelfe haue ſeene, and beene 


beſt acquainted withall, and thoſe not all noz the moſte part of 


the auncient Grecians,of whom J knowe not how many there 


were, but theſe of the Latiniſts which arc of Frente fame 
and moſt obuious among vs. 


them any notable memoꝛiall, befoze the time of Homer, And 
Fully ſayth as much, that there were none w2ytt woozth the 
reading twyce in the Romaine tongue, befoze þ Poet Ennius. 


And ſurelp as the very ſumme o2 cheefelt eſſence of Poetry, dyd 
alwayes fo2 the moſt part conſiſt in delighting the readers o 


bearers wyth pleaſure, ſo as the number of Poets increaſed, 
they ſtyll inclyned thys way rather then the other, ſo that moſt 
of them had ſpetiall regarde, to the pleaſantneſſe of theyz fine 


miration of theyꝛ intentions, moze then they had to the pzofitte 
oꝛ commoditye that the Readers ſhoulde roape by their wozks, 


And thus as J ſuppoſe came it to pafſe among them, that foꝛthe 
molt part of them, they would not weite one wozke contay⸗ 


ning ſome ſerious matter: but foꝛ the ſame they wold likewiſe 
pow2e fooꝛth as much of ſome wanton oꝛ laciuious inuention. 


Yet ſome of the auncienteſt ſozt of Grecians, as it ſemeth were 


not ſo much diſpoſed to vayne delectation: as Ariſtotle ſayth of 
as onelp a naturall 


Philoſopher, no Poet at all, n 2 he 


woke 


. map boldly ſette downe thys to be the trueſt, auncienteſf and 


Thus much J can ſay, that Ariſtotle repozteth none to 
haue greatly flouriſhed in Greece,at leaſt wyſe not left behynd 


slike vnto Homer 
__ tngany thing but * maler nauer of e that! is, that her 
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wrote in verſe. After the time of Homer, there began the frſte ' 
herz wozkes in a better ſtile ' 


which continued not long. befo2e it was expelled by penaltx, o:: 4 
ſcoffing too b2oade at mens manners, and the pꝛiuie reuenge- 


Comedy w2yters, who conwyled t 


ments which the Poets vſcd againſt their ill wpilers. Among 


theſe was Eupolis, Cratinus, and Ariſtophenes, but afterward 


the oꝛder cf thys wzpting Comedies was refozmcd and made 


moze plauſible : then weptte Plato, Comicus,Menander,aud I 


knowe not who moꝛe. 


oꝛ rather befoꝛe them, ot the Tragedy weiters: as of Euripides, 
cles, then was there Phocitides and Theagines, with 


many other : which Tragedies had their inuentis be one Thel- 


and Soph 


pis,and were polliſhed and amended by Eſchitus. Mr — 
oꝛ diſcommoditie which ar pleth by the vie of thele Comedies 


and Tragedies, which is moſt, hath beenc long in controuerſie, 
and is ſoꝛe v2ged among vs at theſe dayes : what I thinke of 


the ſame, perbaps J ſhall bzxefely declare anon. 


Howe concerning the Poets which wꝛote in homely man⸗ 
ner, as they pꝛetended, but indeede, with great pythe and lear⸗ 


ned indginent, ſuch as were the wꝛyters of @b&pcheards talke 
and of huſbandly pꝛetepts, who we 
ercelled, beſides Theocritus and Heſi 


us I know not, of who 


the firſf, what p;ofitable wozkes he left to poſterity, beſides bus 
Idillia, oꝛ contentions of Goteheards,tendingmoſt fo delight, 
and pꝛetty inuentions, I can not tell. The other, no doubt os 


his Argument he tooke in hande, dealt very learnedly and pꝛo⸗ 


fifably, that is, in pꝛecepts of Puſbandzy, but vet ſo as he myr- © 


ed much wanton ſtuaffe among the reit. / 
The firſt wꝛyters of Poetry among the Latines, woulde 
ſeeme to be thoſe, which excelled in the framing of Commedies, 


and that they continued a long time without any notable me- 
mozy of other Poets. Among whom, the cheefelt that we may 
_ (e02 heare tell of, were theſe. Ennins, Cæcilius, Næuius, Lis 
cinius, Attilius, Turpitius, Trabea, Luſcius, Plautus, ( Terens, 
Df whom theſe two laſt named , have beene euer ſince theyz 
kime molt — fo theſe dayes are eſteemed, as greate 


C. i. - holpes 


ber be many moſt p2ofitable wozkos, of like antiquity, i: 


re = the Grecians that 
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N eſcio qui 


_ Fpcaketh of in diners places of his wozkes. Then are there two 
Pyſeozicall Poets, no leſſe p2efitable then delightſome to bee 


elle ok two noble Captaines, one enemie to the other, that is, 


: fyme (but as molt men dw account, and fo did he himſelfe) the 


; is OT CORE — n ul like manner , fo 


F 


I Dicourſe ff 


helpes and furtheraunces to the obtapning of good Leffers, 


But pere cannot Jffay to ſpeake of the moſt famous, renow- 
the Latine Poets. 


P. Virgill, who perfo2med the very ſame in that tongue, which 
Homer haddoone in Greeke: oz rather better if better might 


ned and excellent, that euer wꝛitte among 


as Sex. Pro rt. in his Elegies gallantly reco2deth in his pꝛaiſe. 


he pps. ok the valoure ofa wozthy Captaine and valiaunt 
Gouernour, together with the perrilous aduentures of warre, 


and polliticke denies at all aſſayes. And as be immitaketh Ho- 
mer in that wozke, lo doth he like wyſe followe the very ſteps 


of Theocritus, in his molt pythy inuentions of his Xglozues ; 


(bans 


and like wyſe Heſiodus in hys Georgicks 02 bokes of 


dꝛp, but pet moꝛe grauelp, and in a moꝛe decent ſtyle, But not 
_- withſtanding bys ſage grauity and wonderfull wiſedome, dyd 
be not altogether reſtrapne his vayne,but that he would haue a 


cal at ſome wanton and ſkant tomely an Argument, if inderde 
ſuch trillles as be fathered vppon him were his owne. There 
followed after him, very many rare and excellent Poefs,wher- 


ok the moſt part wꝛitt light matters, as Epigrammes and Ele- 
gies, with much pleaſant dalliante, among whom may be accoun 


fed Propertius, Tibullus, Catullus, with diners whom Ovid 


read: Silius and Lucanus ; the ont declaring the valiant pzow- 


Scipio and Haniball: the other likewiſe, the foztitude of two 


expert warrioars (vet moꝛe lamentably then the other becauſe 


theſe warres were ciuill) Pompey and Cæſar. The next in 


fecond in dignity, we well adioyne Ouid, a moſt learned, and 


.  erquiſife Poet The wozke cf greateſt pꝛeſtte which be wrote, 


was his Booke of Metamorphoſis, wyich though it conſiſted 


bf fapned Fables foz the moſt part, and poeticall inventions, 
vet beeing moꝛalized actoꝛding to his meaning, and the trueth 


ok euer tate bering diſcouered, it is a wozke of exceeding wyſe⸗ 


baue 


magis naſcitur /liade, Under the perſon of Eneas 
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"Enclith Poetry. 


haue knowledge and perfect intelligence of thoſe 10 and te- 


remonies which were obſerved after the Religion of the Hea⸗ 
then. no moꝛe pꝛoñtable wozke foz that purpoſe, then his bokes 
De fa#tir. The reſt of his doinges, though they tende to the 


bapne delights of loue and dalliannce (except his 7 1446us, 


wherein he bewapyleth hys erite) pet ſurely are mixed with 
much god counſaple and pꝛoſt itable leſſons if they be wiſely and 


narrowly read. After his time J know no wozke of any great 
fame, till the time of Horace, a Poet not of the ſmootheſt Kyle, 


but in ſharpneſſe of wytt tnfertour to none, and one fo whom 
all the reſt both beſoꝛe his time and ſince. are bery much behol- .. 


ding. About the ſame time were Iuuenall and perſius, then 


Martial, Seneca a molt ercellent w2pter of Tragedies, Boeti- 


us, Lucyetive, Seatius, Val: Fiaccus, Manilius, Auſonius, Clan- 


dian , and many other, whoſe iuſt times and ſcacrall wozkes 


to ſpeake of in this place, were neither much ne&defull, no2 als 


ſure, which J know many woulde, Which can better, if they 


were nowe to w2tfe in my ſkeeve, 
J know no memoꝛable wozke wꝛitten by any Poet i in our 


Engliſh ſpeeche, vntill twenty yeeres paſt: where althougg 

"time „ clpectally 
inte the Conqueſt of King William Duke of Normandy, agif _ 
may appeare by many famous wozks & learned bokes (though 
not of this kind?) wzytten by Byſhoppes and others: : pet lures 
lye that Poetry was in ſmall pꝛice among them, it is very ma⸗ 
nifeſt, and no great maruayle,foz euen that light of Ereeke 8 2 e 


Learning was not generally decayde at any 


Latine Pocfs which they had, they much tontemned, as a 
reth by they2 rude verſifping, which of long time was vſed 


2 barbarous ble it was) enn they conuerted the natural = 13 


4% n 


togeather tollerable, becauſe J purpoſed an other argument. 
Dnely J wylladde two of later times, vet not farre infertour 
to the molt of them afo2eſayde, Pallengenius, and Bap: Manu 
anus, and foꝛ a ſinguler ayft in a ſweete Heroicall verſc, match 
with them Chr. Oclan. the Authour of our Anglowm prælia 
But nowe leaſt J ſtray too farre from my puopole, J wpl come 
to our Engliſh Poets, to whom J would J were able to peelde 
theyꝛ deſerued commendations : and affoozde them that cen 
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perty ofthe ſweete Latine verſe, fo be a balde kinks of ryming, 


= Dion "1 £ — 116 


thinking nothing to be learnedly wꝛitten in verſe, which fell 


nok ont in ryme, that is, in woꝛdes whereof the middle wo2de 


of cche verſe ſhould found a like with the laſt, oz of two verſes, 
the ende of both ſhould fall in the like ** ma |. 


4 


0 mc vinenter, verſus audite ant., 


| 285 thus likewyſe, 


Proptey bec et alia degmata 4 i rum, 
RNeor eſſe melius et magis decorum: 
que ſuam babearget non fun.. 55 


his bꝛutich Poetrie, though it had not the beginning in 
this Countrep, pet ſo hath it beene affected here, that the infec- 
tion thereof would neuer (no2 F thinke euer will) be rooted | 
pppe againe: : I meane this tynkerly verſe which we call 
ryme: Paſter Aſcham ſayth, that it firſt began to be followed 
and maintained among the Hunnes and Gothians , and other 
barbarcus Nations, who with the decay of all good learning, 


bꝛought it into Italy: from thence it came into Fraunce, and 
fo to Germany, at laſt conueped into England, by men indeede 
of great wiſedome and learning, but not conſiderate noꝛ circum 


ſpect in that behalfe. But of this J mult intreate moze beere⸗ 
alter. 


Henry the firſt King of that name in England , is won 


| derfully extolled, in all auntient Recoz2des of memoꝛ p, foz bes 


ſinguler good learning, in all kinde of noble ſtudies, in lo 


much as he was named by his ſurname Beaucleark,as much to 
ſap, as Fayzeclerke(whereof perhappes tame þ name of Fayre- 


clou e) what knowledge hee attained in the ſkyll of Poetry, J 
am not able to ſay, I repoꝛt his name foz p2ofe , that learning 
in this Country was not little eſteemed of af that rude time, 


and that like it is. among other ſtudies, a King would not neg- 
lect the faculty of Poetry . The firft of our Cnglilh Poets 


that 3 have heard of, was ſohn Os about the time of jad 
Rycha: 
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En oliſh Poetry. 


Rychard the 3 if ſhould feeme by certayne conicctures 
bothe a Rnight, and gueſticnleſte a ſinguler well learned man: 
whoſe wozkes J could wylh they were all whole and perfect 4s 


mong bs,fo2 no doubt they contained very much deepeknow- = 
ledge and delight: which may be gathered by his freend Chaws _ 


cer, who ſpeaketh of him oftentimes , in diuer places of hys 
wozkes. Chawcer, who fo2 that excel!cnt fame which bee ob⸗ 


tapned in his Poetry, was alwaves accounted the God of Eng- 
lich Pocts (ſuch a tytle foꝛ honours ſake bath berne giuen him; : 


wasnext after, if not equall in time fo Gower : andhath left. 
many wozkes,both foz delight and p2ofitabte knowlcdae, farre 
erceeding any other that as pet euer ffir;e dys tune directed 
theyꝛ ſtudies that way. Though the manner of hys ſtile mag 
ſeeme blunt x courſe to many fine Engliſh eares at theſe dayes, 

vet in trueth, if it be equaliy pondcred,and with god judgment 
aduiſed, and confirmed with the time wherein be wꝛete, a man 
ſhall perteiue thereby euen a true picture o2 perfect ſhape of g 
right Poet. Me by his detightſone vayne, ſ9 gulted the cares _ 
of men with his deuiſes, that, although coꝛruption bare ſuch - 

ſway in moſt matters, that learning and truth might ſkant bee 


admitted to ſhewe it ſelfe; pet without controtlment,mpght her 
gyꝛde at the vices and abuſes cf ail ſtates, and gaw!e with very 


ſharpe and eger imuentions, which he did lo learnedly and plea⸗ 


ſantlp. that none thereſdꝛe would call him into queſfion. Foz. 
ſuch was his bolde ſpyꝛit, that what enozmitics be ſaw in any, 


he would not ſpare to pay them home, epther in playne woꝛds, 


oꝛ els in ſome pzety and ptcalaunt couert , that the lmpleſt 1 


might eſpy him. 

Meere in time vnto him was Lydgate a Poet, ſurely foꝛ 
good pꝛopoꝛtion of his verſe, and mettely turrant ſtple, as the 
time affoo2ded comparable with Chawcer, pet mo22 occupyed 
in ſuperſticious and odde matters, then was requeſite in ſo 
good a wytte : which, though he handled them commendablp, 


vet the matters themſelues breing not ſo ccinmendable, -bys 


eſtimation hath beene the leſſe. The next of cur auncient o- 
ets. that J can teil of, J ſuppoſe to be Pierce Ploughmaa, who 
in bys dainges is {{omcwyatharibe and obſcure, but inderde a 
C. iii. | _" very |; 


\ 


- , ercellenf among the ref. 


A Polke = of 


dery vithy wynter, und (to bes commendation J ff 
the woos, meme that oblerued pquantity of ofour verſe 
without the curioſity of Ryme, 

' Sintefheſe J knowe none other tyll the time of Skekon, 
who wꝛit in the time of kyng Henry. the eyght, who as inderde 
he obtayned the Lawꝛell Garland, 10 may J wyth god rygbt 
ptelds him the title of a Poet: hee was doubtles a pleaſant con- 


hym J thynke J map place maſter George Gaſkoyne,as paine 


full a Souldier in the aſfayzes of hys Pꝛince and Country, as 


he was a wytty Poet in his wzyting: whoſe commendations, 


. becauſe J found in one ok better iudgment then my ſelfe, J wpl 


ſette downe hys woꝛdes, and ſuppꝛeile myne owne,of hym thus 


wyteth E. K. vppon the ninth Aglogue of the new Poet. 
Mater George Galkoyne a wytty Gentleman, and the ve⸗ 


ty chtefe of our late rymers , who and if ſome partes of lear⸗ 
ning wanted not (albeit is well knowne he altogether wanted 


not lenrning) no doubt would haue attapned to the excellencpe 


nl thoſe famons Poets. Fo2 gyfts of wytt, and naturall pꝛompt 
nes appeare in him aboundantly, J might next ſpeake of the 
- dyners'wozkes of the vide Earle of Surrey: ofthe L. Vaus, of 


Norton, of Briſtow, Edwardes, Tuſſcr, Churchyard. V Vyl: 
Hunnis tHaiwoed 2 Sand: Hyll: &. V. M. D. and many others, 


but to ſpeake or their ſeuer all gyfts,and aboundant ſkyli chew⸗ 
ed darth by them in many pꝛetty and learned wozkes, woulve 
make my diſcourſe much mode tedious. 7 4 


J may not omitte the deſeraed commendations of many ho- 


-nonrabls and noble Loꝛdes, and Gentlemen, in her Maieſties 


Courte, which in thorare deuiſes of Poetry. haue berne and yet 


are maſt excellent ſkpdſull, among whom, the right honourable 

Carle of Oxford may challenge to him ſelfe the tytle of p moſt 
Acanno longer fo2get thoſe learned 

Gentlemen which tooke ſuchp2oſitable paynes in tranſlating 
the Latine Poets into our Engliſh tongue, whoſe deſertes 10 
that behalfe are moze then J can vtter. Among theſe; Je 
| — * * J (pae, i in "_ ronceyt J "__ account. 12 


ſter 


peake it) was 


tepted fellowe, und of a'very ſharpe wytte,ercceding bolde, and 
would nyppe to the very quicke where he once ſette holde. Nert 


8 


2 


Egli Poetrie. 


fer D. Phaer: without doubt the beft : whoas indeede hee bad 


the belt 


peeco of Poetry whereon to ſette a maſt gallant verſe, 


mous Phiſttion Mater Thomas Twyne,  - 
Cqually with him may J well adtopyne aſter Archur Gol⸗ 


ding, foꝛ hys labour in engliſhing O uids Metamorphoſis, fo: 
which Gentleman, ſurely our Country bath foz many reſpects 


greatly to gyue Cod thankes: as fo2 him which hath taken ins 
finite paynes without ceaſing,trauel!cthas yet indefatigably, 


and is addicted without ſociety, by his continuall laboure, to 


pꝛolit this nation and ſpeche in all kind of good learning. The 


_ next, very well deſerueth aſter Barnabe Googe to be placed, 


as a painefull furtherer of learning: bys helpe to Poctry be- 


ſides hys owne deuiſes, as the tranſlating of Pallengenius, Los 
diac. Abraham Flemming as inmany pꝛety Pocſis of bys | 
one, ſo in tranſlating bath done to hys commendations. To 
whom J would heere adioyne one of hys name, whem J know 

to haue extelled, as well in all kinde of learning as in Poetry 
mol eſpetially, and would appeare ſo, it the dainty mozſelles, 
and fine poetitall inuentions of hys, were as common ab2oade 


as I knowe they be among ſome of bys freendes. J wyl craue 


leane of the laudable Autho2s of Scncca in Engliſh. ot the ether | 


partes of Ouid,of Horace, of Mantuan,and diners other, betauſe 


I would haften fo ende thys rehearſall, perhappes offenſyuefa 
ſomc, whom epther by oꝛgetfulnes, oꝛ want of knowietge, 1 
mult needes oner paſſe. 
And once againe, Jam humbly fo deſire pardon. of the lears 


: . 


the G- 


ned company of Gentlemen Schollers, end tndents 


niuerſtties. and Innes of Corte, . pf F omitte they? ſeucrall - 
| mendations! in this place, which J knowe a great 1 | 


C. liti. : by 


ſo perfozmed he it accozvingly,and in ſuch ſoꝛt, as in my conſci- | 
ence J thinke would ſcarcely be done againe, if it were to do 
again. Notwithſtanding, J ſpeak it but as myne own fancy, nat 
p2eindiciall fo thoſe that liſt to thinke other wyſe. Vys wozke | 
whereof I ſpeake, is the cngliſhing of Eocidos of Virgill, ſo - 
farre foo2th as if pleaſed God to ſpare bim life, which was fo ; 
the halfe part of the tenth Boke, the reſt beeing fince wyth no 
leſſe commendations finiſhed, by that wozthy ſcholler and ſa⸗ 
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of them baue wozthely deſerved,in many rare * and fin- 
: fo: neither hath it bene my good 


galer inuentions vt Poettu 
bappe, to haue ſiene all which J haue bearde of, neyther is my 
— in ſuch place, where J can with facitify get knowledge 


_ of their wozkes. 


One Gentlemanndtwithand 
det eppes o karre reacheth his 


e. and ſo wozthy is he, if bee 


George V Vhetſtone, a man ſingularly well ſkyld in this facul 
ty of Poetrie: To him will ioyne Anthony Munday, an ear- 


noſt traueller in this arte, and in whoſe name J haue ſeene very 
extellent woꝛkes, among which ſut ely. the moſt exquiſite vaine 


ofa witty poeticall heave is ſhewed in the ſweefe ſobs of Sheeps 
deardes and Nymphes : a wozke well wozthy to be viewed, 


and fo bee cſtemed as very rare Poetrie. With theſe J mag 


place lohn Graunge, Knyghe, VVylmott, Darrell, F.C. F. K. 


d. B. and manꝑ other, whoſe names come not nowe to my re- | 


memb2aunce. 


This place haue J purpoſely teterued fo; u. who ifnoton- 
ly, vet in my tudgeinent p2incipally deſerneth the tytle of the 


—— Engliſh Poet, that euer J read: that is, the Aut hoꝛ of 
ardes Kalender, intituled to the wozthy ge 
ether it was Maſter Sp. o 

e Hall ſocuer, becauſe bimſelf 


ably nr : 55 
and his frendes, foz what reſpe 


with whom J might couple him in this 
Catalogue, in his rare gyft of Poetry: although one there is, 


though tiowe long fince, ſer iouſiꝑ occupied in grauer ſtudies, 


Halter — 4 pet. as he was onte his moſt ſpecial 
rr Arens, 


mendations of the beſt both in iudgment and dignity in th 
Realme) dut alſo to retoʒme our English verſe, and fo beauti- 
ty the ſame with baaue deuiſes, ol which J thinke the 


ding among tbem may Inot 
haue not already, to weare the Ktaw2ell wzeathe, Maſter 


he hath taken ſuch papnes, 
dat onely in his Latin Poetry (foz which bc emoyed great com 


zeefe lpe 


bidde in hatefull obſcurity : therefoꝛe wyll A aduenture to ſette 


© den kogether F — 
= ers 


| > 3 knowe not, wonldnotre- 
' ueale it, J fozce not greatly fo ſette downe': ſozry Jam that J 
tan not find none other 


- 


"Engliſh! Poettie. 


ters of Pottrie in England. pole wozthy and nofable tut | 
in this faculty, J would wylhil their high dignities and ſeri- 
_ ous boſineſſes would permit, they would yl graunt to bee a 
furtheraunce to that refozmed kinde of Poetry, which Paſter 
Haruey did once beginne to ratify: and ſurely in mine opinion. 
tl hes had choſen ſome grauer matter, and hamled but with 
halle that ſuyll, which J knowe he could haue dame, and not 


neſt, it had taken greater effect then it did. 
As ſoꝛ the other Gentleman, if it would pleaſe him 02 hys 
freendes to let thoſe excellent Poemes, whereof J know he hath 
plenty, come ab2oad, as his Dꝛeames, his Legends, his Court 
of Cupid, his Engliſh Poet with other: he ſhoulde not oncly 
ſtay the rude pens of my ſelfe and others, but · alſo ſafiſfye the 
thirlty deſires of many which deſire nothing moꝛe, then to ſee 
moze of hys rare inuentions. If J iopne to Maſter Haruey 
hys two Bꝛethꝛen, J am aſſured, though they be both buſied 
with great and waighty tallinges the one a godly and learned 
Diuine: the other a famous and ſkyifull PÞbhiſition) pet if they 
lyſted to ſette to their helping handes fo Poctry,they would as 
much beautify and adoꝛne it as any others. 
If J let paſſe the vncountable rabble of ryming Ballet mas 


potw2ed it fo2'h at a venture, as a thinge betweene icft and car⸗ 


cf kers, and compylers of ſenceleffe ſonets, who be moſt buſy, to 


ſfuffe euer (fall full of groſſe deuiſes and vnlearned Pam- 
phlets: J truſt J ſhall with the beſt ſoꝛt beheld excuſcd, Foz 
though many ſuch can frame an Alechouſe . ſong of ſiue 02 ſire | 


ſtoꝛe verſes, hobbling vppon ſome tune of a Nozthen Jygge,02 YT | | 
Robyn hade, oz La lubber ec. And perhappes obſerue iuſt nůu · 


ber of ſillat les, eygbt in one line, ſire in an other, and there 
withall an A to make a iertke in the ende: pet if thefe might be 
accounted Poets (as it is ſapde ſome of them make meanes o 
be pꝛomoted to þ Lawzell) ſurely we ſhall ſhoꝛtip haue whole 
warmes of Poets: and euerp one that tan frame a Booke in 

Ryme, though foꝛ want ol matter, it be but in comnendations 
of Copper noſes oꝛ Bottle Ale, wyll tatch at the Garlande due 
to Poets: whoſepotticall poeticall (J ſhonld ſay) heades , I 


would wee „ at — un comencements might in 
= - | ſteede 


Poets wozkes which wzitt the ®heepheardes Calender.) 4 


A Diſcourſe 1. 


Barley; in toben of their good affection to our Cnglithe Malt. 
Dne lpeaketh thus homely of them, with whoſe wo2ds I wyll 
content my ſelfe fo; thys time, | becauſe 3 woulve not bee too 
b:oade wyth them in myne owne ſperche. 
In regarde the meaneth of the learned framing the newe 


 ſcozne and ſpur ouf therakehelly rout of our ragged Rymers, 
_ (fg2 ſo themſelues vip to hunt the Letter) which without lear⸗ 


nimm boaſte, without iudgment iangle , without reaſon rage 


and fume, as if ſome inftine of poeticali ppiite bad ne bulie ra⸗ 
niſhed them. aboue the meaneſle of common capacity. And bec- 
ing in the midſt of all their bzanery;ſuddainly fo2 want of mat- 
ter oꝛ of Ryme, oz hauing fo2gotten their fozmer concept, they 
ſeeme to be ſo payned and travelled in they? remembzannce,as 
if were a woman in Chyldbyzth, 02 as that ſaine Pythia when 
the traunte tame 1 her. 0s e fera cord domans E | 


T bas farre bort "A JF aduentured to fotte downe part of 


| cede ul K atmell; be ga2gionfly garniſhed. FF FEE = 


my ſimple iudgement concerning thoſe Poets, with whom 


foꝛ the moſt part J haue biene acquainted th2zough myne owne 
reading: which though it may ſme ſomething impertinent to 
the tytle of my Booke, pet J truſt the conrteous Readers wyll 
; pardon me, conſidering that poetry is not of that grounde and 
antiquity in our Cngliſh tongue, but that ſpeaking thereof on- 
ly as it is Engliſh, would ſme like vnto the dzawing of ones 
pydure without a heade. 
| Nobve therefoze by your gentte patience, wpyll J wyth like 
bꝛeuity make trpall, what can ſay concerning our Engliſbe 
Poetry, ſirſt in the matter thereof, then in the fozme, that is, 
the manner of our verſe : yet ſo as J muſt cuermoꝛe bane re- 
courſe to thoſc times and wpyters, whercon the Engliſh poctry 
takethas it were ee and ee 71 
21 gli 


. 


Citties a 


Engliſh Patinial 


 Englith Poetry ther elde bering tonũdered attending to com- 
mon cuſtome and auncient vſe,is, where any wozke is learned 


wo des in eguall rcſcmblance. of quantity , commonly called 
'verſe, as by the (ip1lifull bandling of the matter wher tot it is 
intreated. 4 ſpake ſomewhat of the beginning of thys mea⸗ 


ſuring of woꝛdes in iuſt number, taken out of Plato: and in⸗ 


deede the regarde of true quantify in Letters and (yllables,ſce- 

meth not to haue bien much d ged befoze the time of Homer in 

Greece, as Ariſtotle witnefſe FX 

The matters whetecof verſes were firſt made, were epther 

erhoꝛtations fo vertue, dchoztations from vices, oz the pzayfes 
al ſame landable thing. From thence they beganne to ble them 


in exerciſes of immitating ſome vertuous and wiſe ma at their 
feaſtes: where as ſome one ſhoulde be appointed ta repꝛeſent 
an other mans per ſon df high eſtintation, and be ſang fine dit 


ties and wittie ſententes, tunabi to their Muſick notes. Df 
thys ſpzang the firſt kinde of Comedyes, when they beganne fo 
bing into theſeercerciſes, moze perſons then one, whole ſpee · 


thes were deniſed Dpalogue wiſe,in aunſwering one another. 
And of ſach like exerciſes, oꝛ as ſome wpll needes haue it, long 
befoze the other, began the firſt Tragedies, and were ſo called- 
of 742%; becauſe the Adoꝛ when be began to play his part, ewe 


and offered a Goate to their Godveſſe : but Commedies tooke 
their name of ==: un co meſatum ire; to goe a fraſting. be- 


cauſe they vſed to goe in p2oceſſion with their ſpoꝛt about the 
Uillages,- mingling muchpleaſaunt myꝛth wyth ._ 
Religion;and feaſting cherefully together wyth ass 


they: 
great ioy as might be deniled, But not long after (as one de⸗ 


light dꝛaweth another) they began to inuent new perſons and 
newe matters foz their Comedies, ſuch as the deviſers thought - 

mer teſt to pleaſe the peoples vaine : And from theſe , they be- 
ganue to pꝛeſent in ſhapes of men, the natures of vertues and 


vices, and affections and quallitics incident to men, as Juffice, 


Temperance, * Mathe, Uengeaunce,Sloth, Uali- 
D. ii. gd antnes 


iy compiled in meaſurable ſpiechs, and framed in woꝛdes con⸗ 
tayning number 02 p2opoztion of iuſt ſyllables, .delighting the 
readers 02 hearers as well by the apt and decent framing of - 
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© na 


trarp ende, which beginning doubtfully, dꝛewe to ſome trou - 
ble oz turmoyle, and by ſome lucky chaunte alwayrs ended fo 


tze ioy and appeaſement of all parties. Thys diſtinction grewe 
as ſome holde opinion, by immitation of the wozkes of Homer: 


Aritophanes; {There grewe at laſt to be a greater diverlitye 


©  betwene Tragedy w;yters.and Comedy wapters, the ono er. 


pꝛelling onety-ſozrowfull and lamentable Pylkozies, .bzinging 
perſons of Soda and Goddefſes, Kynges and Qutenes, 
and whoſe partes were chefely to expꝛeſſe moſt 
miſcrable calainities,and dzeadfull chaunces, which increaſed 
wozle and wozſe, tyil they came to the mol wofull plight that 
might be deuiſed. | 

The Comedies on the other ide, were directed to a com 


fo; out of hys Iliads, the Cragedy w2pters founde dzeadfull e- 
vents, whereon to frame their matters , and the other out ot 


hys Odyſſea tooke arguments of deligbt/ and pleaſant ending 
after dangerous and troubleſome donbtes, Do that, though 
there be many ſoztes of poetitall wzytings. and Poetry is not 

debarred from any matter, which may be exp2efſed by penne o 


ſpeeche . vet foꝛ the better vnder ſtanding. and beeefer method of 


thys diſcourſe „ I map comp2ehende the ſame in th2e ſoꝛtes, 
which are, Comicall, Tragicall, Yiſtozicall. Under the fit, 


may be contained all ſuch Epigrammes, Elegies and delcctable 
— es, which Poets haue 8 reſpecting onely the delight 
thereof: in the ſeconde, all dolefull complaynts , lanicntable 
chaunces,and what ſoeuer is poetically erpꝛeſſed in ſozrow and 


peauines. In the third, we may compile, the reſte of all ſuch 
matters, which as indifferent betwerne the other two, dw coin⸗ 


monly occupy the pennes of Poets: ſuch, are the poeticall com 
pyling ol Chꝛonicles, the friend ly greetings betireene frerndes, 
and very many ſoꝛtes belldes, which fo2 the better deſtinction | 


may be referred to one of theſe th: kindes of Poetry, But once 


againe, lenſt my diſcourſe runne too farre aw2y, wyll J buckle 
my lelfe moꝛe neerer to Engliſh Poetry: the vle wherof, be ⸗ 
cauſe it is nothing different from any other. thinke beſt to co- | 


firme hs the — e b HS man * to beare autha⸗ 
kit in 
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in this matter : whoſe very re opinion is this, that the perfect pers P 
fection of poetrte is this, to mingle delight with p2ofitt in uh 
wyſe, that a Reader might by his reading be pertaker of bothe, 4 - 
which though J touched in the beginning , vet J thought gu w : 4 
to alledge in this plate foz moꝛe confirmation thereof ſome of |, jp IE 
bys owne woꝛdes. In * treatiſe de arte Poetica,  thuhes We 
"__ JEW 
Aut wok * aut ann 15 „„ 1 
Aut ſimul et iucunda et idonea dicere vita. „„ * | 


As much to fate : All Poets deſire either by their wozks fs . N 
p2ofitt oz delight men, oz els to ioyne both p2ofitable x pleaſant © | 
leſſons together (02 the inſtruction of life. And againe. „ I 


Ons tulit panfu qui miſenit vile dulci, JI 
Lectorum 22 pariterque nonends , | „ 


That is. He mideth nothing of his marke which fopneth 2 | 
p2ofitt with delight, as well delighting his Readers , as pꝛoſ nn. 
ting them with counſell. And that whole Epiſtle which her 
 wzyt of his Arte of Poetrie, among all the parts thereof, run _ 4 
neth cherfelie vppon this, that whether the argument which 
the Poet handleth, be or thinges done, oꝛ fained inuent ions. 
pet that they ſhould beare ſich an Image of trueth, that as then „ 
delight they may likewile pꝛofitt. Fo2 theſe are his Waves, 1 
4 Filla voluptatir canſa ſim proxima vers, Let thinges that are „„ 
|  Ffaignedfoz plcaſures ſake, haue a nere reſemblance of 5 truth. RRR 
This pꝛecept may you perceine to bee molt duelie obſerved ol 5 ; 


Chawcer : foz who could with moꝛe delight, pꝛeſcribe ſuch m"_. ä 
ſame counſaile and ſage adutſe, where he ſemeth onelie to re- FS 
ſpect the p2ofitte of his leſſons and inſfkrucions ? 02 who coulde | [Ree 
with greater wiſedome, oz moꝛe pithie ſkill, vnfold ſuch pleas 
ant and delightſome matters ofmirth,as though they reſpected 
nothing, but the telling of amerry tale: ſo that this is the very 
grounde of right poetrie, to giue pꝛofitable tountaile, vet fo as | 
| Uitmuſtbe mingled with delight, Foz among all the auncient „ 
. ll e „„ wo2lis *'vb‚' 
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tannce, yet euen in the vaineſt trifles among them, there is not 


buſied themſelues, ſought rather by that meanes to withdꝛaw 
mens mindes (eſpeciallie the beſt natures) from ſuch foule vi⸗ 


J baue ſome of them compꝛi 


Rebuling enuy and wrath if it dure: 


A Diſcourſe of 


wozks ofpoetrie,thongh the moſt or them incline much to that 
part of delighting men with pleaſant matters of (mall impoz- 


fo:gotten ſome p2ofitable counſaile, which a man may learne, 
either by flatte pꝛetepts which therein are pzeſcribed , 02 by 
loathing ſuch vile vices, the cnozmities whereof they largelie 
diſcouer. Foz ſurelie, I am of this opinion, that the wanto- 
neſt Poets of all, in their moſt laciuious wozkes wherein they 


ces, then to allure them to imbzace ſuch beallly follies as ther 
Horace peaking of the generail dueties of Poefs;ſayth, O- 
tene rum puori balbumque poeta , and manie moze wozdes 
concerning the p2ofitte to be badde out of Poets, which betauſe 
iſed into an Engliſh tranſlation of 
that learned and ſamous ans night, my . * ot, 3 well 
cet downe his wozdes. 


The Poet faſhioneth by ſome 1 meane, 
The ſpeeche of children ſtable and vnſure; 
| Gulling their cares from wordes and thinges vncleane, 


Giuing to them ptecepts that are pure: 


Thinges well donne he can by exampl 
To needy and ficke he doth alſo his cure N 
= recomfort if ought | he can amende. 1 Rb 


| And manie other like woꝛdes are in that place of Horace to 
like effect. Mherefoze poetrie, as it is of it ſelſe, withent abuſe 
is not onely not vnpꝛolitable to the liues and ſtudies of menne, 


e commend, 


but wonderfull commendable and of great extellencie. Fo2 no- 


thing can be moze acceptable to men,oz rather tobe wiſhed,the 
ſwete allurements fo vertues , and tommodious caurates 
from vices ? of which Poetrie is exceeding plentifull, powzing 
into gentle witts, not roughly and tiranmeallie, but as it were 


with a louing authozitie. * py il and vndecent pꝛo⸗ 


uocations, 


reading of laciuious Poemes 
loue Bookes,and Elegies, org Vin Caen and Martials 
wozkes, with the Comedies fo2 the moſt part of Plautus and 
Terence: J thinke it eaſily aunſwered. Foz though it may 
not iuſtlie be denied, that theſe wozkes are inderde very Poe⸗ 

trie, pet that Poetrie in them is not the efſentiail oz fozmall 


uxcationstohreot ſome tmbznte itt take ocaſon by the 


matter oz cauſe ofthe hurt therein might be affirmed, and al⸗ 


of the vſers, who vndamaging their owne dilpoſitions, by rea- 


ding the diſcoueries ol vices, reſemble foliſh folke, who com ⸗ 


ming into a Garden without anie choiſe 02 circumſpecis tread 


mong the nettles. 


tand thoſe wozkes,and pet no ſtaie of himſelſe to auoyde incon 


neniences, which the remembzaunce of vnlawfull things may 
irre vppe in his minde, be, in my iudgement, is wholy to ber 


downe the faireſt flowzes,and wilfullie thzuſt their fingers a⸗ 


. though that reaſon ſhould come thozk, yet this might be luffict- 
ent, that the woꝛkes themſelues do not cozrupt, but the abuſe 


And ſurelie to ſpeake what J verelie thinke , this is mine of 
opinion: that one haning ſufficient ſkyil, io reade and vnder- - 


reputed a laciuious diſpoſed perſonne, whom the recitall of fins 


whether it be in a good wozke 02 a badde, 02 vppon what octa- 
ſion ſoeuer, wyll not ate him but pꝛouoke him farther vuto 


them. Contrariwiſc, what good leſſons the warie and ſkyiful | 


Readers ſhall picke out of the very woꝛſt of them, if they liſt 


to take anie hcede,and reade them not ol an intent to bee made 
the wozle by them, yon may lee by thele fewe ſentences, which g 


gathered as hee (ayth at all a- 


the foꝛeſapd Sir Thomas Elyott 


tommendations of vertue, hath ſuch like n. 
Verely vertue doth all chinges excell, xp 


For it liberty, health liuing or ſubſtaunce, 
Our Country our parents, and children doo well, 
le hapneth by vertue: ſhe doth all aduaunce, 
Vertue hath all thinges vndet gouernaunc: 


And in whom of vertue is founde gi d — 4 5 ol 


Any thing chat is good may neuer be dainty. 


| 


uentures, intreating of the like argument. Fir n n 


D. ii. Terence 


. 


Terence, in Eunucho hath a pofitable 
the faſhions of : 
th Parmeno, {Eris 


In thys thing I tryumphei in myne owne conceite, 


* 


That [| haue found for all young men the way, * 


owe they of Harlots ſhall knowthe 
Their witts and manners: : that: 


ſh and delicate, 
Feeding curiouſly : at home all 
Lyuing beggerlie in moſt wretched eſtate, 


_ 4 4 © 


Out af their one houſes be 


* 


1 1 


And many moze wozdes of the ſame matter, but which may 
by theſe fewe. 9 
in dis moſt wanton Bookes of loue, and the remedies 


VVine 
Aman rr pendphiey- begebe, 
VV hen time is not meete vnto his vtteraunce. 
Therfore if thou yet by counſayle art recu cuperable, 
Fin thou from dlen een ſtable. 


2 vet not 


Engliſh Poetrie. 
Set in no one perſon all wholly thy pleaſure, - 
The lefles maiſt thou but the leſſe ſhale thou ſmart; 


Mheſe are but fewe gathered out by happe, pet ſufficient to 7 
che we that the wiſe and circumſpect Rcat L - | 518 
many p2ofitable leſſons, diſperſed in th Mes, neither take  _ 4 
any harme by reading ſuch Poemes, but ood, if they wil „„ 

ſelues. Nevertheles, ) would not be thought to hold opinion, 

that the reading of them is ſo tollerable, as that there neede ns & 
reſpect to be had in making choyſe of readers oz hearers: fozif MUS. 
they be pꝛohibited from the tender and vnconſtant wits of chil ' © | — 
dꝛen and young mindes, J thinke it not without greatreaſon: | 
neyther am J of that deuillich opinion, ol which ſome ther are. 
and haue bene in England, who hauing charge of youth to in⸗ i 
ſtruct them in learning, haue eſpecially made chopſe of ſuch vn 
thildiſh ſtuffe, to reade vato young Schollers, as it ſhoulde 
ſeeme of ſome filthy purpoſe, wylfully to cozrupt theyz tender 
mindes, and pꝛepare them the moze ready fo; their 1 
Dpetts. | 

Fd2 as if is ſapd of that impudent wozke of Luciane, a man | 
were better to reade none of it then all of it, ſo thinke A that 
theſe wozkes are rather to be kept altogether from childꝛen, th + 
they ſhould haue free liberty fo reade them, befoze they be meet 
either of their owne diſcretion oꝛ by heedefull inſtruction, to 
make choyſe of the good from the badde. As. foz our Engliſhs © 
Poetrie, J know no ſach perilous peeces (except a fewe baldde 
ditties made ouer the Beere potts, which are nothing lelle then 
Poetry) which ante man may vie and reade without damae 
02 daunger: which indiede is leſſe to be meruailed at among vs. 
then among the olde Latines and Greekes , tonſidering that e 
Chꝛiſtianity may be a ſtaie to ſuch illecibzous wozkes andim | _ — 7 (2 
ee as among them (foz their Arte ſake) myght obtaine 
paſſage. >] 

Nowe will J fpeake ſomewhat, of that pzincelie part of o- „ 

etrie, wherein are diſplaied the noble aces and valiant exploits | . 
ot puiſſaunt Captaines, expert ſouldiers, wiſe men, with the e 

famous 3 nn times, E as are the as 1 
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8 diſcourſe of his Euphues, Whoſe wozkes, ſurely in refpecty of 


Waxes fitteth — matter in bande * wasdes agreable vn⸗ 


A Diſcourk of. 


+ wozkesof Homer in Gritke, and the beauenly verſeof Virgils | 
Eneidos in Latine: which wozkes,compzchending as it were 


the ſumme and grounde of all Poetrie, are verelie and incom⸗ 


parably the beſt of all other. To theſe, though wee haue no 
Englich wozke aunſwerable , in reſpec of the gloꝛious oꝛna⸗ 
ments ofgallant handling : vet our auncient Chzoniclers and 
repoꝛters ot our Countrey affay2es,come molt neere them: and 
no doubt, if ſuch regarde of our Engliſh ſpeche , and curious 
handling ot our verſe, had bene long ſince thought vppon, and 


from time to time biene polliſhed and bettered by men oflear- 


ched them in all reſpects. A manifeſt example thereof, may bee 


the great good grace and ſwete vayne, which Cloquence hath 
attained in our ſpeche,becauſe it hath had the helpe of ſuch rare 


and ſinguler wits, as from time to time myght fill adde ſome 
amendment to the ſame. Among whom 7 thinke there is none 
that. will gainſay, but Maſter Iohn Lilly hath deſerued moſte 


- bighcommendations, as he which bath ſtept one ſteppe further 


therein then any either befoze oz ſince he firſt. began the oe 


bis ſinguler eloquence and bꝛaue compoſition of apt wozds and 
ſentences, let the learned examine and make tryall thereof tho- 
rough all the partes of Rethoꝛicke, in fitte ph2aſes,in pithy ſen- 
tences, in gallant tropes, in flowing ſpeche,in plaine ſence, and 


M$ curety in my tudgnent, I thinke he wyil yelde bim that vere 
ditt, which Quintilian giueth of bothe the beſt Oꝛatoꝛs Demo- 


ſthenes and Tully, that from the one, nothing may be taken a⸗ 
wap, to the other, nothing may be added. Wut a moze neerer 
erample to pꝛoue my foꝛmer alſertion true, (J meane p; meet- 
nelle of our ſpeeche to reteiue the belt fozme of Poetry) may bee 
taken by conference of that famous tranſlation of Maſter D. 
Phaer with the toppie it ſelfe, who ſoeuer pleaſe with courte⸗ 


ous iudgement but: a little fo compare and marke them both to 
_ gether : and weigh with himſelke, whether the Englich tongue 
. might by little and little be bꝛought to the verye maieſty of a 


rygbt Peroicall verſe. Firſt vou may marke, how Virgil als 


0 


ning, iudgement, and authozity, it would ere this, haue mat = 


; 


"Engl Poetrie. 


fo the Caine affection, which be erpꝛelleth, as in bys Tragicall 
exclamations, what pathecall ſpeeches he frameth 2 in his com 


fo2table tonſolations, howe ſmathely hys verſe runnes? in his 
dꝛeadfull battaples, and dꝛery bytkerments of warres , howe 


bygge and boyſtrous his woꝛdes ſound 2 and the like notes in 
all partes of his wozke may be obſerued. Wl 


olus at lunoes requeſt, and dziuen vpon the coaſte of Affrick 
with a very neere ſcape of their liues: Eneas after hie had gone 


a land and kylled plenty or victuals ſoꝛ his company of Soul⸗ 
diours, her deuided the ſame among them, and thus louinglie 


and ſwertelp be comfozted * pe 1. 


et diftis maventia pectora mulcet 

O ſocij (neg, ignari ſumus ante malorum) 

O paſis grauiora: dabit dens hij quog, finem, 
Dos et ſcylleam rabiem, penituſg, ſonantes, 
Acceſtu ſcopulos: vos et cyclopea ſaxa 
Experti, reuocate animor, meſtumque timorem 
eH ute: forſan et hæc olim memmiſſe iuuabit. 
Per variot caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerum, 
Tendimus in Latuum : ſedes vhi fata quictas 
O ſtendunt, illic fas v 75 reſurgere 17014. 
Durate, et voſmet rebus ſernate ſcundit. 
Talia voce refert,curiſc ee as eger 

Spem vul iu fi innlat, oO alt wm corde dolor em. 


4 Tr anllated thus, 


E. ii. 


l hich excellent grace 
and comely kind of choyſe, if the tranſlatour hath not hitte very 
neere in our courſe Engliſh phzaſe iudge vpzightly : wee wyll | 
conferre ſome ofthe places, not picked out fo2 the purpoſe, but 
uch as J foe turning ouer the Boke at randon. When the 
CTropans were ſo toſt about in tempeſtious wether, cauſed by - 


; 4 
4 * ; 2 ces 
OI + noe, S 
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” Diſcourſe of T 


And then fo chere their heauy barts with theſe woꝛds 0 vim bent. 


O Pates (quoth he) that many a woe baue bidden and bozne ere thvs, 


* Plucke vppe pour harts,and dziue from thence both feare and care away 
E By paynes and many a daunger ſoze,by ſundꝛy chaunce we wend, - 


VB 'ꝰᷣ x bold and harden now pour harts, take eaſe while caſe applies 


NMoꝛſe haue we ſeene. and this alſo ſhall end when Gods wyll is. 


Th:ough Sylla rage (pe wott) and th2ough the roaring racks we paſt, 
Though Cyclops ſhoze was full of feare,yet came we th2ough at laſt. 


To thinke on this may pleaſure be perhapps another day. 


To come to Italy, where we truſt to find our reſting ende 
And where the deſtnyes haue decreed Troyes kingdome eff to ryſe. 


Thus ſpake he tho, but in his hart huge cares had him oppzeſk, 
Diſſembling hope with outward epes fel beauy was his b:eft, 


| Againe, warke the wounding of Dido i in lone with Eneas, with hoe 


chopſe woꝛdes it is pithily deſcribed, both by the Poet and the n 


in 5 beginning of the fourth bone. 


ft Regina graui iamiludu ſaucia re 
Vulns alt van, et cæc epi ni, ce. 


By this time perced latte the Nueene ſo ſoze with jones e 
Per wound in enery vayne ſhe ferdes, ſhe fryes in ſecrete fire, 
The manhood of the man full oft, full oft his famous ſyne 
he doth reuolue, and from her thought his face cannot vntwyne. 
Pis countnaunte depe ſhe dꝛawes and ſired faſt the beares in beff, 
| Dis woꝛds alſo, noz to her careful bart Tan tome no reſt. 


And in many places ofthe fourth booke is the ſame matter fo nallantly 


_ - - pzolecuted in ſweete wozdes,as m e vag the coppy it ſelfe goeth 


| | no whit beyond it. 
bw Compare themlikewiſe in the wockall and lamentable res of the | 
'-  Nugcenefo2 the deparrure of Encas, towards the ende ol * Booke, 


> 


. Terg, quaterque manu pettus percuſſo dicorum, - 
Flanenteſque ab ſciſſa comas, prob Iugiter, tit / 
Hic att et noftFru —_— aduena 1 che. 


| The 


; 
Engliſh Poetry. 


Th: times her e ſhe bet, and thꝛe times ſtrake oe tomely net, | 
Yer golden hayꝛe the tare and frantiklike with mode opp2clt, | 
She cryde, O lupiter. O God, quoth ſhe, and ſhall a ge? „„ 
Indeerde: and ſhall a flowte me thus within my kingdome ſo? | 
Sball not mine Armies out, and all my prople them pui ſue? k 1 
Shall they not ſpuyle their ſhyps and burne them vp with vengance duc? 
Out people. out vppon them, follow faſt with fircs and flames, 
Set ſayles aloft, make out with oares, in ſhips, in boates, in frames. 
That ſpeake J: oꝛ where am J: what furies me do thus inchaunt? 
© Oydo, wofull wzetch, now deſtnyes fell thy head doth haunt, 


And a little after pzeparing to kyll her owne lelfe. 


BVut Dydo quaking fierce with frantike mode and aric flp hewe. 
_ With frembling ſpotted cheekes, her huge attempting to perſue. 
Bcſides her ſelfe fo2 rage, and towards death with viſage — z 
Yer eyes about ſhe rolde,as redde as blood they looked than. ; 


At latt ready to fall vppon Eneas ſwozde, - 


D happy (welaway) and ouer happy had J beene, 85 

If neuer Troian ſhyps (ahlas) my Country choze had ſcene, : 
- Thus ſayd ſhe wꝛyde her head, and verenenged muſt we die? 
But let vs boldly die ey” ſhe) thus, thus to death I ply. 


Nowe likewiſe fo2 the bꝛaue warlike phzaſe and bygge ſounding u 
dt thundzing ſpeeche, in the hotte ſkyzmyſhes of battels, pou map tonfer 
them in anp of the laſt fiue 1Bookes : ba nn ks, ny is one a- 
about the ninth Booke. e 


F. clamor tots per propug neculs murir, 
| Intendunt acries arcus, amentaque lor quent. 
Sternitur omne ſolum telts. tum ſcutæ caneg, 


Dant / onitumn fubts gales : ug na pc 17 ſurgit f Ge. e. 


A clamarcus noyſe vpmounts on foztrefle tops and butwarks ac, 1 
They ſtrike, ther bend their bowes, they whirle from ſtrings harp (vs 


— 


s 


C (ting howpes, Alt WE 


|! 


g an buten with tales are frowed,than helmets,ſkulles, with battrings marrd, 
| Andlhieldes dich yvering cracke, vpziſeth rougbnelle byckring bard. 


= Raine ratling beates the grownde,o2 clowdes of haile from Winters mouth, 


9 may ſerue fo2 all the reſt,. that is, the deſcription of Fame, as it is in the 4. booke, 
|. towardes the end, of which it fotloweth thus, 35s 


n * AAA 1 
"# 
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how the tempeſt ſtoꝛme when wind eutw2aſtling blowes at ſouth, 


vaſhyng headlong d2ives, when God from ſkyes with gricfly ſteuen, 


Vis watry ſhowzes outwzings,e whirlwind clowdes downe bzeakes fr õ heanen, 


And ſo fo2th much moze of the like ela. 
. one compariſon moꝛe will 3 deſire you to marke af your in [which 


HM onftrum borrendumsi ingens eni 700 fant my plume 
Tot vigilos oc uli e. i 


a eponſter gaſtly a; euery plume her a teares, 


Aike number learing eyes the hath, like number harkning eares. 


Like number tongues, and monthes ſhe wagges,a wondꝛous thing to ſpeake, 


At midnight foꝛth ſher flyes,and vnder ſbade her ſound doth ſqueake, 


All nigbt the wakes,noz lumber ſwerte doth take no2 neuer ſleepes. 
— By dayes on houſes tops lhe ſits 02 gates of Townes the kepes, | 


watching Towꝛes ſhe clymbes,and Citties great ſhe makes agaff, 


V0 trueth and falſhood fozth the telle. and lyes abzoade doth calf, 


| | the twelue, which wpll not peelde you moſt excellent pleaſure in conferring the 
tranllation with the Coppie,and marking the gallant grace which our Engliſhe 


But whatne@de J to repeate any moꝛe places : there is not one Woke 


affooꝛdeth. And in trueth the like compariſons,may you choſe out thzongh 
e whole tranſlations of the Metamorphoſis by Maſter Golding who (conſide- 
both their Coppyes) hath equally deſerued commendat ions foꝛ the beauti- 


Fe of the Engliſh ſpceche. At would be tediousto ffay to rehearſe any places out 


| ofhim nows: let theother ſuffice to pzooue, that the Englith tongue lacketh ney- 


= e e TER 
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| khatpeece of Cngliſh Poetrie, A thinke 


N Wyll nowe ſpaake a little of an other kinde of poetical 
ting, which might notwithſtanding ſo2 the var iableneſle of 
khe argument therein vſually handled , bee compzehended in 


thoſe kindes befo2ec declared: that is, the comppling of Eglo- | 


gues, as much to ſay as Goteheardes tales , becauſe they bee 
commonly Dialogues 02 ſpecches framed oz ſappoſed betweene 


Shepeheardes, Peteheardes,Gotehearde$, oz ſuch like imple 


tall pzayſe and commendation, as in any other. 

The chefclt of theſe is Theocritus in Greeke : next him, 
and almoſt the very ſame, is Virgill in Latin. After Virgyl in 
like ſoꝛt wait Titus Calphurnius and Baptiſta Mantuan, wyth 
many other both in Latine and other languages very learned 
Ie. Although the matter they take in hand ſemeth common | 
lie in appearaunce rude and homelp, as the vſuall talke of ſims- 


ple clownes: vet do they inderde vtter in the ſame much pleas . G 


ſaunt and p2ofitable delight. Foz vnder theſe perſonnes, as it 
were in a cloake of ſumplicitie, they would eyther ſette bd 
the pꝛayſes of theyꝛ freendes, without the note of flaffery , 02 


cerz but pet not alfogether ſo poeticall. But nowe yet at 5; lat 
bath England hatched vppe one Poet of this ſozte , in my ton⸗ 
ſcience comparable with the beſt in any reſpect : enen Paſler 


Sp : Authoz of the Sheepeheardes Calender, whoſe trauell in 


dable, as none of equall iudgment can 
fo2 bys excellent ſkyll, and ſkylfull excel 
the fone, then they bang to epther These es Vie 
in mine opinion, ifthe courſenes of our 
| courls of cue ** * 


— grieuonfly againſt abuſes, without any token of bet · 0 
terneſſe. 


Som what like vnto theſe wozks,are many perces of Chaw+ 


men: in which kind of wziting, many baue obtained as immo Js 


A Diſcourſe &. 


moe let vnto him, then theyꝛ pure natiue tongues hare bnfo 


we may not adiopne ſome thing of his, of equall deſert ? Take 


of bys owne great learning, he map well were the 


them, he would haue (if it might be) ſurpaſſed them. Mhat 


one thing is tyere in them ſo wozthy admiration, whereunto 


Virgil and make ſome little compariſon betweene them, and 
iudge as pe ſhall ſe cauſe. 
Virgill hath a gallant repoꝛt of Auguſtus couertly compꝛyled 
in the ur Æglogue: the like is in him, ol ber Paieſtie, vnder 
the name of Eliza, Virgill maketh a bzaue coloured complaint 
of vnlkedfalt freendſhyppe in the perſon of Corydon : the lyke 
is him in his 5. Eglogue. Agayne behold the . Paſtozall 
content ions of Virgil in the third Eglogue: of him in þ eight 
Eglogue. Finally, either in compariſon with them, oꝛ refpect 
de. 
and ſteppe befoze þ belt of all Engliſh Poets that J haue ſerne 
oz hearde: fo2 A thinke no leſſe deſerueth (thus ah , K. in 


bes cammendations) hys wittineſſe in deuiling, his pithinelle 


in vttering. bis complaintes of loue ſo toucly, bis diſcourſes of 


- pleaſure ſo pleaſantly,bis Paſtrall rudenes,his Pozrall wyſe- 
neſſe, his due obſeruing of decorum enery where, in perſona- 
ges, in ſeaſon, in matter, in ſpeche, andgenerally in all ſeme 


ly ſimplicity, of handling hys matter and framing his wo2des. 


Che occaſion ofhis woꝛke is a warning to other young men, 
wo being intangled in loue and youthful vanities,may learne 


to loke to themſelnes in time, and fo auopde inconueniences 


which may b2eede if they be not in time pꝛeuented. Man good 


Moꝛrall leſſons are therein contained, as the reuerence which 


t Eglogue: the commendat ton of good Paſtoꝛs, and ſhame 


voung men owe to the aged in the ſecond Eglogue: the caneate 


the looſe and retchleſſe lyuing of Popiſh Pꝛelates in the ninth. 


o2 warning fo beware a c Cubtill pꝛofeſſoꝛ of — i in the 


and diſpꝛayſe of idle t ambitious Gofeheardes in the ſeauenth, 


1 The learned and [werte complaynt of the contempt of learning 
under the name of Poetry in the tent. There is alſo much 


matter vttered ſomewhat couertly,eſpecially þ abuſes of ſome 


- whom he would not be too playne withall: in which, though 


"| be * apparant fo everyone , what bes * meaning 


was, 


En. oliſh Poetr y. 


was, vet ſo ſkilfully is it handled, as any man may tale much . 
delight at hys learned conueyance , and picke out much good | 
ſence in the moſt obſcureſt of it. Has notable pꝛayſe deſerued 
in euerp parcell of that wozke, becauſe J cannot expꝛeſſe as 1 
woulde and as it ſhould: J wyll ceaſe to ſpeake any mo2e of, 
the rather becauſe J neuer hearde as vet any that hath reade it, 
which hath not with much admiration commended it. One cn- 
ly thing therein haue J hearde ſome curious heades tall in que» 

fion : viz : the motion of ſome vnſauery lone , ſuch as in the 
fixt Eglogue he ſemeth to deale wit „(which ſay they) is 
ſkant allowable to Cnaliſh eares, and might well haue berne 
left fo2 the Italian defenders of loathſome beaſtlines, of whom 
perhappes he learned it: to thys obtectton à haue often aun⸗ 
ſwered and (J thinke truely) that theyꝛ nyte opinion ouerſhoo⸗ 
teth the Poets meaning, who though hee in that as in other 
thinges, immitateth the auncient Poets, vet doth not meane, 
no moze did they befoze hym, any diſoꝛdered loue, oz the filthy 
luſt of the deuilliſh Pederaſtice fake in the wozle ** but ra⸗ 
ther to ſhewe howe the diſlolute life of young men intangled 


in lone of women, doo neglect the freendſhyp and league with - 


their olde freendes and an Why (ſay they) yet he ſhold 
 gyne no occaſion of ſuſpition, noꝛ offer to the viewe of Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans,any token of ſuch fülthineſle, howe good ſoeuer hys mea ⸗ 
ning were: wherevnto J oppoſe the ſimple concepte they haue 
of matters which concerne learning oꝛ wytt , wylling them fo 
g gynePoets leaue to vſe they vayne as they lee god: it is their 
foolyſh conſtruction, not hys wzyting that is blameable. Wee 
muſt pꝛeſcrybe to no w2yters , (much leſſe to Poets) in what 
ſoꝛte they ſhould vtter theyꝛ tonceyts. But thys wyll be better 13 
diſcuſſed by ſome J hope of better abillitp. : 
One other ſozte of Poetica w2yters remayncth vet to bee 
remembꝛed, chat is, The pꝛetepts of Huſbandzy, learnedly 
compiled in Yeroycall verſe. Such were the wozkes of Heſi- 
odus in Greeke,and Virgils Georgickes in Latine. What me- 
moz able wozke hath bene handled in immitation of theſe by 
any Engliſh Poet, J know not, (ſaue onely one wozke of M. 


rere ſurely of great wytt and erpe rience,and wythal 
F-t. „ 


' 
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very pꝛettilpe handled) AndJ thinke the cauſe why our r Poets 


haue not trauayled in that behalfe, is eſpecially, (oz that there 
haue bene alwayes plenty at ether wꝛyters that haue handled 
the lame argument very largely. Among whom Maſter Bar- 
nabe Googe, in tranſlating and enlarging the molt pꝛolltable 

-wozke of Heresbachius, bath deſerued much commendation, as 
well fo2 hys fapthfull compyling and learned increaſing the 


noble wozke,as fo2 hys wytty tranſlation of a good part of the 
Georgickes of Virgill into Engliſh verſe. 

Among all the tranſlations. which bath bene my foztune fo 
ſo, 3 conld neuer vet finde that wozke of the Georgicks wholly | 


perloꝛmed. Jremember once Abraham Flemming in hys 
 conuerſton of the Eglogues, pꝛomiled to tranſlate and publiſhe 
it: whether he dyd 02 not J knowe not, but as pet A heard not 


or it. J my lelle wott well J beſtowed ſome time in it two o: 


the yeeres ſince, turning it to that ſame Engliſh verſe, which 


other ſuch woꝛkes were in, though it were rudcly ; bowe beit, 


did it onely fo2 mine owne vſe,and vppon ccrtayne reſpedes 
towardes a Gentleman mine eſpeciall freende,to whom J was 
deſirous to ſhewe ſome token of duetifull good wpil, and not 

minding it ſhould goe farre abꝛoade, conſidering howe ſlender⸗ 

Ip Jranne it ouer: yet ſince then, hath one gott it in keeping, 
who as it is told me, epther hath oz wyll bnaduiſedly publiſhe 

it: which iniury though he meanes to doo me in myꝛth, vet J 


hope be wyll make me ſome ſuffptient recompence , oz els J 


hall goe ntere to watch bym the like 02 a wozſe turne. 


But concerning the matter of our Englyſh wyters „ left. 
thys ſuffice : nowe hall pe heare my ſimple ſkyl in what Jam 


_ * able fo ſay concerning the fozme and manner of our Engivthe 
verſe. 


Che moſt vſuall and frequented kind ofour Engliſh po, 


etry hath alwapes runne vpon, and to this day is. oblerued i in 


ſuch equall number of ſpllables, and linenes of woꝛdes, that in 
all places one verſe either imme diatly, v2 by mutuall inter po⸗ 


fition, may be aunſwerable to an other bcth in pꝛopoztion of 
length, and ending of lynes in the fame Letters. Which rude 
. binde of "_— thongh * 3 2 — it rather diſcredi⸗ 


* 


r _— a” 


' Engliſh Poetry. 


feth our ache a boꝛrowed from the Barbarians, then PASO? 
ſheth the ſame with any comely oznament : pet being ſo in- 
graffed by cuſtome, and frequented by the moſt parte, J may 


not vtterip diſſalowe it, leaſt I ſhould ſeeme to call in queſtien 
eternall pꝛayſe by their memozable wozkes compyled in that 


155 verſe, | 
Foz my part therefoze » I can be content to cſteemeifas a 
thing, the perfection whereof is very commendable , pet ſo as 
wyth others J could wyſh it were by men of learning and abi⸗ 
lity bettered, and made moze artifictall, NIGER to the w002- 2. 


thines of cur ſpache. | 
The falling out of verſes together in one like foonde, is 
commonly called tn Cngliſh, Ryme, taken frem the Greeke 


woꝛde 75, which ſurely in my iudgment is verye abuſinelye 
applyed to ſuch a ſence : and by thys, the vnwoꝛthineſſe of te 
thing may well appeare, in that wanting a pꝛoper name. wher ⸗ | 
by fo be called, it bozroweth a woꝛd farre ercoeding the dignity 

bk it, and not appꝛopꝛiate to ſo rude and baſe a thing. Foz Ryme 
is p2operly,the iuſt p2opoztion of aclauſe oꝛ ſentence, whether 

it be in pꝛoſe oꝛ merter, aptlp comp2iſed together: wherof there 
is both an nafarall and an artiſiciall compoſition, in any mans 


ner oꝛ kynde of ſpeche, epther French, Italian, Spaniſh, oz 


ders, Oꝛatours, Pleaders, 02 any which are fo pꝛonounce 02 
ſpeake any thing in publike audience. 


Che firlt begynning of Ryme (as we nowe terme it) though 
it be ſomewhat auncient, yet nothing famous. In Greece (then 
ſay) one Symias Rhodias, becauſe he would be finguler in ſom» = 


thing, wert poetically of the Fable, contayning bowe lupiter 
beeing in ſhape of a Swanne, begatte the Egge on Leda, wher⸗ 


of came Caſtor, Pollux,and Helena, whereof euerꝑ verſe ended 


in thrs Ryme, and was called therefoze 577: but thys koolpſbe 
attempt was ſo contemned and diſpyſed, that the people would 


neither admitte the Authoz noꝛ Beoke any place in memozy ot wy 
learning. Since that it was not hearde of, fill p time Hunnes 


and Gothians renued it agayne,and b:ought it into Italie. But 


1 how- 1 5 


the iudgement of all cur famous wzpters, which haue wonne 


Engliſh: and is pꝛopper not onely to Poets, but allo fo Rec- 


n ADitourke of 


6 02 . it beganne , tertapne it is,that i in 
our Cnglith tongue it beareth as good grace, 02 rather better, 
then in any othar: and is a faculty whereby many may and yoo 
deſerue great pꝛayſe and commendation, though our ſpeche be 
capable of a farre mo2e learned mantter of verſifying,as A wyl 

| partly declare hier cafter. 8 
There be thꝛee ſpetiall notes neceſſary fo be obſerted in 
the framing of our accuſtomed Engliſh Ryme : the firlk is, that 


dne mater 02 verſe be aunſwerable to an other, in equall num⸗ 


ber oft fete oꝛ ſyllables, oꝛ pꝛopoꝛtionable to the tune whereby 
it is to be reade oꝛ meaſured. The ſeconde, to place the woꝛds 
in ſuch ſoꝛte, as none of them be wꝛeſted confrary to the natu- 
rall inclination oꝛ affectation of the tame, oꝛ moze truely þ true 


\ quantity thereof. The thy2d, to make them fall together mu- 


tually in Ryme, that is, in woꝛdes of like ſounde, but ſo as the 


1 woꝛdes be not diloꝛdered foz the Rymes ſake,noz the ſence hin 


dered. Thele be the moſt pꝛyncipall obſeruations, which J 

thinke requiſtte in an Enalth verſe : foꝛ as foz the other ozna- 

ments which belong thereto, they be moze p2operly belonging 

to the ſeuerall gyfts of ſkylfull Poets, then common notes to 

be p2eſcribed by me : but ſomewhat perhaps 3 ſhall haue octa⸗ 
ſion to ſpeake hereafter. , 

Df the kyndes of Engliſh verſes which differ in . of 


ſyllables, there are almoſt infinite : which euery way alter ac⸗ 


coꝛding to hys fancy, oz to the meaſure of that mieter, wherein | 
it pleaſeth hym to frame hys ditty. Df the beſt and moſt fre⸗ 

quented J wyll rehearſe ſome. The longeſt verſe in length, 
- Which J haue ſene vſed in Cngliſhconſiſfeth of ſirteene ſylla- | 
bles, eache two verſes reming together, th 8 


: Wher vertue wants + F vice abounds.there wealth is but a bayted hoke, 
To make men lwallow down their bane, befoze on pager deepc they loke, 


Thys kynde 1s not very much vſed at length thus, but is cõ⸗ 
monly deuided, eche verſe info two, whereof eche ſhal containe 


epaht ſpllables, and ryme croſle wyle, the firſt to the thyzd, and 
the ſecond to * oorthan tbes manner. 


Great 
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hath four teene ſpllables, which is the moſt accuſfomed of all o⸗ 


Sheepeheardeſ Calender, which may well ſerue tobcare aus 
thoritie in thys matter. 


Enghth Pads, N 


Great wealth is but a bayted hooke, '  * 
VVhere vertue wants, and vice aboundes : 
VVhich men deuoure before they looke, 

So them in daungers deepei it drownes, 


An other kynd next in length to thys, is, where eche urn 


tber, and eſpecially vſed of all the franſlatours of the N 
Poefs foꝛ the moſt part thus, 0 


My mind with furpe fierce inflamde of late I know not wat 
Doth burne * hyll to ſee,adoznd worth Lawrell — 


Which may likewyſe and ſo it olten is deuyded, eche verſe | © 


into two, to firſt hauing eyght ſillables, the ſecond ſire, wherof 
the two ſixes ſhall alwayes ryme, and ſometimes the ergbtes, 1 
ſometimes not, atcoꝛding to the wyll of the maker. . 


n minde with furye ßere inflamde, 
Of late I knowe not howe: | 

Doth burne Pernaſſus hyll to ſee, 
Adornd wyth Lawrell bowe. 


There are nowe wythin this compaſſe , „ as many 1 of 
verſes as may be deniſed differences of numbers: wherof ſome - 


conſiſt of equall p;zopoztions, ſome of long and ſhoꝛt together, 


fome of many rymes in one ſtaffe (as they call it)ſome of croſle 


ryme, ſome of counter ryme, ſome ryming wyth one woz 
farre diſtant from another, ſome ryming euerp thy2d o2 fourt 


woꝛd, and ſo likewyſe all manner of dytties applyable to euery 


tune that may be ſung 02 ſaydy diſfinc from pꝛoſe 02 continued 
ſpeeche. To anopde therefoꝛe tediouſneſſe and confuſion , A 
wyll repeate onelp the different ſoztcs ok verſes out ef the 


There are in that wozke twelue 02 thirtene ſundzy ſozts of E 
F. ili. 1 Nusse 
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Ip where the ſpeeche ſhould be moſt clowniſh and ſimple, which 
is much obſerued of hym, 


fogether, commonly ſeauen ſillables oꝛ ſometime eyght in one 


3"! Dicoure . 


es, which _ epther in length, oꝛ ryme, ol deftinction of 
— but of them which differ in length oꝛ num ber ol ſil- 


5 lables not paſt ſire oꝛ ſeauen. The firſt of them is of tenne (ils 
% lables, oz rather fine feete in one verſe, thus. | 


A Shepheards boy no better do him tall, 
_ When Winters waſtfull \ pight was almolt ſpent, 


Thys verſe he vſeth commonly i in hys werte complayntes, 
and mo2nefuil difties,as very agreeable to ſuch affections. 
The ſecond ſoꝛt hath naturally but nine Tyllables , and is a 
moꝛe rough oꝛ clowniſh manner of verſe, vſed moſt commonly 
of him if your mark him in hys ſaty2icall repꝛehenſions, 2 bys 


ae? homelyelt falke,ſuch as the ſecond Eglogue is. 


foꝛ pitty wyll rancke Winters rage, 
cle bytter blaſts neuer genne to alf wage. 


The number of nine ſillables in thys verſe is very often al 
fered, and ſo it may without any diſqrace to the ſame, eſpetial⸗ 


The third kynd is a pꝛetty rounde verſe,running currantly 


verſe, as many in the next, both ryming together: every two 
hauing one the like verſe after them, but of rounder woꝛdes, 
and two of them likewyſe ryming mutually. That verſe ex- 
pꝛeſſeth notably, light and youthfull talke, ſuch as is the thyꝛde 


Eglogue bekweene two Dhxpheardes _ bee 8 7 775 


8 Thomalia why fiffen we lo 
As weren onerwent with woe 
Upon fo fayze a moꝛrowe? 


© The iopous time now nigheth faſt 
Tpat wyllallay this bitter blalt 
And llake the Winfer ſoꝛrow. 


Che fourth ſoꝛt containeth in eche ftaffe manie vnequall 
berſes,but moſt ſwertelie falling together: which the Poet cal 


leth the tune ofthe waters fall. Therein is his * in re 
of Eliza. | - 


Pe daintie — 0 in i this bleſſed Noe 
doo bathe pour beſt, 
Fozſake your watrie bowzes and hether loke, 
at my requeſt, 

And eke pee Uirgins that on Parnaſſ dwell, 
; TWhence floweth Helicon the learned Well, 
| belpe me tage 
her wozthy pzatſe „ 

| That in ber ſer doth all excell. ic. 


{ 


Che fiff, is a deuided verſe of twelue anables into two ver⸗ 
ſes, whereof J ſpake befoze, and ſeemeth moſt mete ſoꝛ þ band 


ling of a Moꝛrall matter, ſuch as is the pꝛaiſe of god Paſtozs, 
and the diſpꝛaiſe of ill inthe ſeauenth Xglogue, 


The ſixt kinde, is called a round, being mutuallie ſung be⸗ 


twerne two: one ſingeth one verle,the other the . eche rp⸗ 
meth with himſelke. 


Per. It fell bppon a belle eue, 
WVyl. Hey ho holliday 


Per. When holie fathers wont to lhzicue, FE : | 


Wyl. Zhus ginneth our Rondelay. xc. 


_ perſonof Dydo. 


Up then 6 the an Puſe of npne, 
ſuch cauſe of mourning neuer hadſt afoze :; 

 Upgrieſly ghoſtes, and vp my meurnfull ryme : 

matter of myzth now hart thou haue no moꝛe. 


F. iii. Dydo _ 


The ſeauenth ſozte is a verie tragicall mournefull mes - 
ſure, wherein he bewayleth the death of ſome kreend vnder rde 


A \ Diſcourſe of. 


Dy do my deere alas is dead, 
Dead and lyeth w2apt in leade: 
O heauic hearſe . 


Let dreaming fearcs be powꝛed out in ſtoze. 
O caref all vearſe. . 


| Thele ſoꝛtes of verſes fo: backitics ſake haue J choſen fozth 

ok him, whereby 3 ſhall auoide the tedious rehcarſall of all the 
kindes which are vled : which J thinke would haue beene vn⸗ 
poſſible, ſceing they may be altered to as manie foꝛmes as the 
Poets pleaſe: neither is there anie tune oꝛ ſtroke which may 
be ſung oꝛ plaide on inſtruments, which hath not ſome poetical 
diffies framed acco2ding to the numbers thereof: ſome to Ro- 


1 gero, ſome to Trenchmoze, to downe right Squire, to Gallt- 
ardes,to Pauines, fo Jpgges, fo Bꝛawles, to all manner of 


15 vppon the olde Jambicke ſtroake, and J may well thinke by al 


tunes which euerie Fidler knowes better then my ſelfe, and 
therefo2e J will let them paſſe, 

Againe, the diuerſities of the ſtaues ( which are the number 
ok verſes contained with the diuiſions oz partitions of a ditty) 
do often times make great differences in theſe verſes, As whe 

one ſtaffe containeth but two verſcs , 02 (if they bee deuided) 
ktoure: the firſt 02 the firſt couple hauing twelue ſillables, the 
other fourteene, which verſifyers call Powlters meaſure, be- 
_ cauſe ſo they talle their wares by doſens, Alſo, when one ſtaffe 
| hath manie verſes, whereofeche one rimeth to the next. oꝛz mu ⸗ 
tuallie croſſe, oꝛ diſtant by thꝛte, oꝛ by foure, oꝛ ended contrarre 
to the beginning, and a hundꝛed ſoꝛtes, whereof to ſhewe ſene- 
rall examples, would, bee foo trouble ſome: nowe foz the ſecond” 


point. 
The naturall courſe of moſt Engliſh verſes ſemeth to run 


likelihoode, it had the beginning thereof, Fo2 if you marke 

the right quantitie of our vſuall verſes, ye ſhall perteiue them 
to name in ound b very er er of unten feete, as thus, 
v 8 1 il NES 


4 me my lender oaten pipe In ver (e ns wont to we” 
02 ; 


Engliſh Poetric. 
Foz franſpoſe anie of thoſe fiete in p2onouncing, and mage 
choꝛt either the two, ſoure, ſire, eight, tenne, twelue ſillable, 
and it will (doo what voti can) fall out very abſurdip. | 
. Againe, though our woꝛdes can not well bee fozced to abyde 
the touch of Poſition and other rules of Proſodia, yet is there 
fuch a naturall foꝛte oꝛ quantity in eche woꝛde, that it will not 
abide ante place but one, without ſome foule diſgrace : as fo2 
example * ante verſe. asthys, * 


1 2 . Pg ib 
Of ſhapcs tranſfoꝛmde to bedics ſtrange J purpoſe to intreate, | 


Make the firſt Ullable long, 02 the third, oꝛ the fift & ſo fꝛth: 
oz contrariwiſe make the other ſillables to admitte the ſhozt-- 
neſſc of one of them places, and ſ& what a wonderfull — _ 


it wilbe to the wo2des. as thus, 


„ „ M 


| So that this is one eſpecial thing to be taken habe of in 
|;  makingagood Englich verſe, that by diſplacing no woꝛde bee 
; W2effedagainfthisnaturall pꝛopꝛiety, wherevnto you ſhal per 
| _ ceytieeche woꝛde fo be affected, and may eaſilie dilcerne if in 
woꝛdes of two ſillables oꝛ abone, though ſome there be of indifo ⸗ 
ferencie, that wylf ſtand in any place. Againe, in chouching 

|; the wbole ſentence, the like regarde is to be had, that wee ern | 
{ ceedenot foo boldly in placing the verbe ont of his oꝛder, and to 
|  farrebehinde the nowne: which the netellitie of Ryme may 
| offentimes v2ge. Foz though it be follerable in a verſe fo ſette 


ot ſtrange bodies franſfozmd to ſhapes purpoſe J to intreate, Ls 


woꝛdes lo exrtraozdinarily as other ſperthe will not atmitt, yet 


ſare it is a wonder to ſe the folly of manie in this reſpect, that 
ble not onely too much of thys ouerthwart placing , o2 rather 
diſplacing bf wo>des;in they2 Poemes and verſes, but alſo in 


they? ** oz continued ne * they thinke to noſe 
1. * 4 mo 


hede is to be taken, leaſt by foo-much affecting that manner, 
we make both the verſe vnpleaſant and the ſence obſcure, And 


4% 
« 
'> 
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3 moll cothiie,and flow molt eloquently,there by this means, 
tome foo2th theyꝛ ſentences dꝛagging at one Anthozs taple as 


Which you may diſpoſe at your pleaſure, to ende it with what 


AL Diſcourſ: of 


they were tyde together with poynts, where often pou ſhall 
tarrie (ſcratching your heade) a good ſpace befoze you ſhall 
beare hys pꝛincipall verbe oz ſpeciall wozd, leaſte bys ſinging 
grace, which in his ſentence is contained ſhould be leſſe , and 
bis ſpeeche ſeeme nothing poeticall. _ 

The thyꝛd obſeruation is, the Ryme oz like ending of ver 
ſetz: which though it is of leaff impoꝛtance, vet hath won ſuch 
tredite among vs, that of all other it is moſt regarded of the 
greateſt part of Readers. And ſurely as Jam perſwaded, the 
regarde of w2yfers to this, hath, biene the greateſt decay of that 
good o2der of berſifying, which might ere this have bene eſta⸗ 
bliſhed in our ſpeeche. In my iudgment, if there be any oꝛna⸗ 


ment in the ſame, it is rather to be attributed to the plentifull 


fulneſſe of our ſpeche, which can affwꝛde ryming wozds ſufft- 
cient foz the handling of any matter, then to the thing it ſelfs 
 foz any beautifying it bzingeth to a wozke : which might bee a⸗ 
- dozned with farre moze excellent collours then ryming is. Not 
withffanding J cannot but yeelde vnto it (as cuſtome requi⸗ 
reth) the deſerued pꝛayſes, eſpetially where it is with good 
tudgement oꝛdered. And J thinke them right woꝛthy of admit 

ration: foz their readines and plenty of wytt and capacity, who 

can with facility intreate at large. and as we call it extempore, 
in good and ſentible ryme, vppon ſome vnacquainted matter. 
The ready ſkyll of framing anie thing in berſe, beſides the 


naturall pzomptneſſe which many haue there vnto, is much 


helped by Arte, and exerciſe of the memozy : foz as J remem- 


ver, Jreade once among Gaskoyncs wozkes, a little inſtructi⸗ 


on to verſifying, where is pzeſcribed as J thinke thys courle of 
learning fo verſifye in Ryme. 
_ When ye haue one verſe well ſetled, and decently oꝛdered 


woꝛd you wyll: then what (ener the woꝛd is, you may ſptedi⸗ 
lie runne ouer the other woꝛdes which are aunſwerable there⸗ 
onto. (foz mo2e readines th2ough all the letters Alphabetical⸗ 


lp) ber og tou may cole that which well bclt fitte the 6 
f | 


Evelif b 


of pour matter in that place: as foz example: if your laſt wozde 
ende in Boke, you may ffraightwayes in your minde runne 
them ouer thus. Boke, Coke, croke, hoke, lake, noke, 


poke, roke, fo:ſoke, foke, awoke. gc. Nowe if 1s twenty io! 
one, bat alwayes one of theſe ſhall iumpe with pour fozmer 


woꝛde and matter in good ſence. If not, then alter the firit. 


tempoꝛe, eſpecially if it be helped with thus much paynes.Gao 


and place them Alpbabetically in ſome note, and either haue 
them metely perfectly by hart (which is no verye labour ſome 
matter) 02 but loke them dilligently ouer at ſome time, pzacti- 


And indeede J thinke, that next to the Arte of memozy, yrs 
is the readyeſt way to attaine to the facultp of ryming well Er⸗ 0 


ther together all manner of wozdes eſpecially — 5 „ 


ling to ryme indifferent often, whereby J am perſwaded it wii 5 


ſone be learned, ſoas the party baue withall any reaſonable © | 


gyft of knowledge and learning, whereby bee want not dothe 1 
matter and wo2des altogether. | 


woꝛdes may tollerably be placed in Ryme , and what not: 
what wozds do beſt become a Ryme, and what not, how ma- 
ny ſoꝛtes of Ryme there is: and ſuch like J wyll not ſtay nowe 
fo initreate. There be many moze obſeruations and notes to 
be pꝛeſcribed, to the exade knowledge of verſifping , Which 1 
truſt wilbe better and larger laide fozth by others, to whom J 
deferre manie conſiderations in this treatiſe: hoping that ſome 

of greater ſkill will ſhoꝛtlie handle this matter in better ſozte. 
Nowe the ſundzy kindes of rare deniſes,and pꝛetty inuentt- 
ons which come from p fine poetitall vaine of manie in ſtrange 
and bnacuſfomed manner, if J could repozt them, it were woꝛ⸗ 


What the other circumſtaunces ol Ryming are, as what 75 


thie my trauell: ſuch are the turning of verſes: the inſolding 4 1 


of woꝛdes: the fine repititions: the clarklie conueying of con 
traries, and manie ſuch like, Whereof though J coulde ſette 
dobone manie: yet becauſe J want bothe manie and the belt 
kindes of them, J will ouerpaſſe: onelie pointing vou to one 
oz two which may ſuffice foz example. 

Loke vppon the rufull ſong of Colin ſung by Cuddicin the 


Z * Calender, where you ſhall ſe a ünguler rare 


G. ii. deuile c 


1, deuile of a dittie framed vpon theſe fire woꝛdes VVoe, ſounde, 
cCtryes, pact, ſleep, augment, which are molt pꝛettilie turned 


tte dolefulneſſe of the long. A deuiſe not much vnlike vats the 
ſame, is vſedby ſome, who taking the laſt woꝛdes of a certaine 


- Thele two verſes are nowe as if were 1 dyners 


A Diſtourke « ” 


and waunde vppe mutually together, erp2effing wonderfully 


number of verſes, as it were by the rebound of an Echo „ Gall 


mage them fall out in ſome pꝛettie ſence. 


Df this ſoꝛte there are (ome deniſcd by lohn Graung e, which 


n. ther be not long JI well rehearſe one. 


If feare 0 howe then may hope me ſhiclde? 


Dtienyall ſayes, vayne hope hath pleaſed well, 


But as ſuch hope thou wouldeſt not be thine, 


So would I not the like to rule my hart. Wilt! 
| ©. Forif thou loueſt it bidds thee graunt forthwith . | 3!'' 
1 Which i is the ioy whereof I liue in hope. | 94 


Pere it vou take the laſt woꝛde of euerie verſe, and apo | 
them o2derlie together, you ſhall haue this ſentence : Shielde 


well thyne hart with hope, But of theſe Echoes Aknowe in 
dia ide verie daintie peeces of wozke, among ſome of the fineſt 


Poets this day in London: who foz the rareneſſe ofthem keene 


them pꝛiuelie to themſelues, and wil not let them come ab2oad, 


Alike innention to the laſt rehear ſed, oꝛ rather a better, haue 


A ſerne offen pzactiſed in framing a whole dittie to the Letters 


of ones name, 02 to the woꝛdes ol ſome two oꝛ th: verſes 
which is very witty,as foz erample this is one of W. Hunnis, 
which fo; the choztnes A rather chulde then ſome par are better. 


If thou deſire to liue in quiet reſt, 
Gyue care and ſee, but lay che bell. 


other, euety two woꝛdes oꝛ ũillables being the beginning ofan 
_ like "ee in this ſozf, | 
If thou 


Engliſh Poetry. 


5 lf delight in« wietnes offi, | i en bun 
Ver Jo n om bra les, debate and ſtrife: E 
To lixe I in loue wich & O D, with freend and „ 
In reſt Cſhalt Yeah when other cannot ſo, 


And ſee Ithe end and thenthy ſentence gyue: 
But ſay ) For eructh of happy liues aſſignde 
= t Chath he chat quiet is in minde. 


— eres. 


Gyne care þ all, yet doo not all 163 


Thus: are there infinite ſoztes of fine conneiances (as ber 
max be fermed)to be bled, and are much frequented by verſify- ⸗ 
ers, as well in compoſition of their verſe, as the wittines op 
their matter: which all J will referre to the conſideration of e- 
uerie pleaſant headded Poet in their pꝛoper gifts: onelie J ſett 
Dlone theſe fewe ſoꝛtes of their fozmes of verulying, which 
may and in ſterde to declare what manie others maybe deut- 
ſed in like ſoꝛte. f 
et une to wockde fo the refozmed kind of Enalifh verſe 
which manie haue befo2e this, attempted to put in pꝛamiſe, and 
fo eſtabliſh foꝛ an attuſtomed right among Engliſh Poets, von 
ame heare in like manner my ſimple indgment concerning the 5 
_ 
Jam fully and certainlie perſwaded, that if the true Rin?d 
of verſifying i in immitation of Greekes and Latines, hadbene \ | _* 
pꝛactiſed in the Engliſh tongue, and put in vꝛe from time to a. 
tyme by our Poets, who might haue continually bene men⸗ 
ding and pollyſhing the ſame, euery one acco2ding fo their ſe⸗ 
ucrall gifts: it would long ere this haue alpyzed to as full per? 
fection,as in ante other tongue what ſoeuer. Foꝛ why may 1 
not thinke ſo of our Engliſh, ſeeing that among the Romaines 
a long time, yea euen till the dayes of Tully, they cſtemed not 
the Latine Poetrie almoſt wo2th any thing, in reſpce of the 
Oreeke, as appeareth in the Oꝛation pro eArchia Porta ; pet 
afterwardes it increaſed in credife moze and mo2e,and that in 
ſchoꝛt ſpate: lo that in Virgilles nes wherein were they not 
| ui. | com- „ 


ding to the quallit of our wozde, and where our woꝛdes and 


_ A Dikcourk of 
comparable with the Greekes? Do likewiſe, now it ſemeth not 
currant fo2 an Engliſh verſe to runne vpon true quantity, and 
thoſe fefe which the Latines vſe, becanſe it is ſtraunge, and the 
other barbarous cuſtome, beeing within compaſſe of euerp baſe 
witt, hath woꝛne it out of credite 02 eſtimation, But if dur wzy 
ters, bering of learning and iudgment, would rather infringe 
thys curious cuſtome, then omitte the occaſion of inlarging the 
tredite of their natiue ſpeeche, and theyꝛ owne pꝛayſes, by pꝛac⸗ 
tiſing that commendable kind of w2yting in true verſe: then 
no doubt, as in other partes of learning, ſo in Poetry, ſhoulde 
not ſtoupe to the beſt of them all in all maner of oꝛnament and 
tcomlineſſe. But ſome obiect that our woꝛdes are nothing re⸗ 
ſemblaunt in nature to theirs, and therefoze not poſſible fo bee 
framed with any good grace after their vſe : but cannof we thẽ 
_ as well as the Latines did, alter the cannon of the rule accoz- 


they2s wyll agree, there to iumpe with them, where they {1 
not agree,there to eſtabliſh a rule of our owne to be directed by2 
Likewiſe, foꝛ p tenoz of the verſe might we not (as Horace dy» 
in the Katine) alter their p:opoztions to what ſaꝛtes we liſled, 
and to what we ſawe wold beſt become the nature of the thing 
bandled, oz the quallity of the wozds? Surely it is to be thought 
that if any one,of ſound iudgment and learning, ſhonlde putt 
\ . fozth ſome famons wozke, confayning dyners fozmes of true 
- verſes, fitfing the meaſures, accoꝛding to the matter: it would 
of it lelfe be a ſutficient authozity without any pꝛeſcription of 
rules, to the moſt part of Poets, ſoꝛ them to follow and by cu⸗ 
tome to ratify, Foz ſure it is, that the rules and pꝛinciples of 
.. Poetry, were not p2ecifly followed and obſerued of the firſt be. 
ginners and wzyters of Poetry,but were ſelectedand gathered 
ſeuerally out ofthepyz wozkes, foz the direction and behofe of 
their followers, Andindeede,he that ſhall with hedefull iudg | 
ment make tryall of the Engliſh wozdes, ſhall not finde them 


ſo grolle 02 vnapt,but that they wyll become any one of þ moſt 


accuſtemed ſoꝛtes of Latine oz Greeke verſes meetely, and run 
 therecn ſomewhat currantly 


I my ſelfe, with imple ſkyll-J -onfeſſe , and farre vnable 
_— | iudgment, 


Engliſh P 
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\ bought into our ſpeeche , ifthoſe which are ofmete abilitye 
woulde beſtowe ſome trauell and endeuour thereuppon. But 
befo2s. J fette them downe, J wyll ſpeake ſomewhat of ſuch 
obſernations as J could gather necefſary to the knowledge of 
theſe kinde of verſes, leaſt J ould ſeme to runne vpon ther 
raſhly, without regarde either of example oz authozity, 
The ſpeciall popntes of a true verſe, are the due obleruati⸗ 
ons of the fete,and place of the feete., | 
The foote of a verſe,is ameaſure of two fillables, oz of ＋ | 
diſtinguiſhed by time which is eyther long oz ſhozt. A fooke of 
two ſillables, is epther ſimple oz mixt, that is, of like time oz 


the rudenes of them may lerne to ſhewe what better might ber | | 


df dicers. A fimple fate of two fillables is liketwiſe twofolde, 


eyther of two long ſillables called Spondzus, as - - goodueſſe, 


ez of two ſhozt called Pyrrichius as uu hyther. Amyrt fote of 


2, lilables, is eyther of one ſhazt and one long called Iambus as 


A dying: oz of one long and one ſhozt, called Choreus ag 


gladly, A foofe of 3, fillables in like ſozte is either ſimple oz 


- myxf, The ſimple is eyther Moloſſus, that is of thze long, as 
- » » forgiuenes; o Trochzus, that is of 3, ſhozt, as uu u merys 


lie. The mirt is of 6. diners ſoztes, 1, Dactylus, of one long, 


and two ſhozt, aS-YY an acid 2i\Anapzſtus, of two thozte, 118 
and one long, as uu - tauclers, 3. Bacchius, of one host, ano 


two long, as y - - remembrers, 4. Palimbachius, of fwo long, 


and one ſhozf, as-- yaccorded, 5. Creticus ofa long, a ſhozf, 


and a long, as -M- daungerous, 6. 'Amphibrachus of a 1 . 6 4 


long. and a ſhozt, as v · V reioyced. 
Pane moze venillons of fate are vſed by dune, ber theſe ds 


e artificially compꝛe ende all qoantities' neteſſarp fo f 
Channing of any berg: g accoꝛding to Tallzus in ys N 


eche verſe which is the right numbꝛing of the ſame, Now as 
fo; the quantity of our wozdes, therein lyeth great difficultpe, 


riaue. The place of the tete is the diſpoſing of them in they: 
p2opper roomes, whereby may be diſcerned the difference of _ 70 


_ and the cheefeſt matter in this faculty. Foz in truth there being 


ſach, — betwixt our 1925 ( L Ae cannot ſfands 
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onelie diretted by ſuch rules aa ſerue foz onely Latine wozds, 
vet notwithltanding one may well perceiue by theſe fewe,that 
theſe kinde oi berſex would well become the ſpeche}2"iffo bes 


_ of the rules, then might we haue as great plenty and choyſe of 


tall not within the compaſſe of Greeke 02 Latine rules, it were 
a great helpe; andthereof I had great mille in theſe few which 
Amade. Duch as is the laff ffllable in thefe woꝛdes, able, no⸗ 


__ Ihkewiſe the wozdeb of one ſillable endi 
is an article, he,ſhe, ye, it. we 3 thinke ſhould ntedes be al- 
wiares long becauſe we p2onounce continually Vye. I, beeing 
alone ſtanding foz the P2zonowne Ego, in my indgment might 
well be bied common: but becauſe J neuer ſawe it vſed bur 
ſhoꝛt J ſo obſerued it. Moꝛds ending in y J make ſhozt withy 


1 Dircute 7 


indeede with areas realm that they ſhoulde frame, we& being 


there were fach-Rutes.-p2yſcrthed, as wonlde admiftithepla- 


ting of our apteſt and futleſt woꝛdes together. Foxtnveede ex- 
cepting a fe we, it our Monaſyllables, which naturally ſhoulde 


moſt of them be long; we haue almoſt none, that wyll tands | 
flitlie in a ozt fote;; an therfoꝛe if ſome exception were made 


againſt the pzeciſe obſeruation of Poſition, and cerfaine other 


god woozdes tofurnith x ſette forth a verſe,. as inany other 
tongue. 
Likewiſe if there were ſome derection in ſach wozdes, as 


ble, oz ꝓoſſible and ſuch like: againe fo2 the nature and fozce 


dk our W. ot dur th, of our oo, and ee. of our woꝛdes which ad- 15 
myttean e in the ende after one 02 


two Conſonantes, and ma- 
ny other. J foz my part, though ( muſt needes confeſſe) many 


faultes efcapedme in theſe fewe, yet toe J as good heede as J 


toulde, and in trueth did rather atwaies omitt the beſt wozdes 


and ſuch as wouldnaturallyberome the ſpeech beſt, thẽ wolde 
* committe any thing, which ſhoulde notoꝛiouſly impugne the 
Latine rules, which herein J bad onely foꝛ my direction. In⸗ 


dee moſt of our Monaſyllables J am fozced to make ſhozt, to 
ſupply the want of many ſhozt woꝛdes requiſite in theſe verſes. 


The Participle A, being but the Engliſh article aviopned to 


Nownes, J allnayes make ſhoꝛt, voth alone 4 in cõpolition, and 


ng in E. as the, when it 


RY that J haue * in others one which 


Fall Poetric. 


which they vſe in the ſame, that is to make it thozt i itt the ende 
v of an Aduerb, as gladly, and long in the ende u of an Adiectiue 


as goodly : but the reaſon is as J take it, betauſe the Adic cine 
is oz ſhould be moſt commonly written thus g goodlie. O, bes 1 


ing an Aduerbe is naturally long: in the ende of woꝛdes both 


Monaſyllables and other J thinke it may be vſed common. The 


firſt of Polliſ yllables J directed acco2ding to the nature of the 


woꝛde, as I thought moſt aunſwerable to Latine examples, ſa⸗- 
uing that ſomewhere J am conſtrapned to ſtraine curteſy with | - 
the pꝛepoſition of a woꝛde compounded 02 ſuch like, which bzea 1 


keth no great ſquare: as in defence oz depart, c. The myddle 


ſillables which are not very many, come fo2 the moſt part vn⸗ 


der the pzecinc of Poſition, whereof ſame of them will not poſ- 
ſibly abide the touch, and therfoze maſt needes be a little wꝛe⸗ 


feed; ſuch are commonly þ Aduerbs of tyꝛce ſillables, as mourn 
fully, ſpyghtfully and ſuch like woꝛds, deriued of this Adiec⸗ 
fine, full: and therfoze if there be great occaſion to vſe them, 


they muſt be refozmed by detracting onely (1) & then they ſtand 


meetely currant, as mournfuly, Che laſt ſillables J wholly di⸗ 


rected ſonere as J could to the touch of common rules. 


dactyl, and the ſirt W thus. 


„ „ ee 
T yterm bappily thou lieft crumbling vnder 4 beetcheree. 


Engliih ſp&che : and inderde wyll ſtand ſomewhat moꝛs oꝛder 
Iye therein then any of the other kindes, vntill we haue ſome 


tempted to pꝛadiſe thys verſe in Engliſh, ſhould 


inderde, but without regard of true quantity of f 
is one famous Diſtichon, which is common in the monthes 


tolleration of woꝛdes made by ſpectall rule, The firſt that af! - 
ſeme to be the 


Earle of Surry, who tranſlated ſome part of Virgull into verſe _ FR 


all men, * was made by one Paſter VV atſon,fellowe of s. 
| N.. ; De. 1 


The moſt famous verſe of all the reſt, is called H exametrum T3 


Epicum, which conſiſteth of fire feete, wherof the firlt foure are 
- indifferently either Spondæi oz Dactyli, the fift is Ny a £ 


l : 3 8 25 
” 1 : 1 A * 1 - 


Thys inde of verſe I bans onely iene fo be pzatifed in our 5 14 


6 Diſcourſe of 


lehne Wann about 40. pteres paſt, which foz 
the ſweetnes and gallantnes therof in all reſpects doth math & 
bp; ogra made out of Ho- 
mers wozdes, ui mores v.Oc. og 


e _ u v. a; „ YU Yo =- | 

Al erauellers doo gladlie report A r of Uliſes: _ 
WS 80> « 3 
For that be eve manie mens maner1yand ſavv many citties. 


7 fn Nich two verſes if they "a examined thꝛoughout all the 
iules and obſeruations of the beſt verſifying,ſhall bee founde to 

1 attaine the very perfection of them all. There bee two other 

not _— moans to theſe, which J found in þ Glolſe of E. K. 


| eofthenewe Poet: which Tully tranl⸗ 
_ tevenof Orake 


Latine, H ec mg que edi &c. 

55 Althat T eate did ! 6 anda that J 6 

%%% = -- vu --| 
As er thoſe manie goodlic matter left 7 for others. 


Which though they wpll nof abive the fonch of Synal zpha 
in one oꝛ two places, yet perhappes ſome Cnglith rule which 
— might wyth good reaſon — eſtabliſhed, would make them cur⸗ 
tlant enough, and auoyde that inconuenience which is very ob⸗ 
ions in our woꝛdes. The great company of famous verſes of 
1 \  thys ſoꝛt, which Mater Haruey made, is not vnkno lune to ang 
and are to be viewed at all times. 4 foꝛ my part, fo farre as 
v thole examples would leade me, and mine owne ſmall ſkyll af- 
©  fwozvde me, haue blundered vppon theſe fe we, whereinto J haue 
5 tranllated the two firſt Eglogues of Virgill: becauſe J thought 
mu matter of mine otvne inuention, no any other of antiquitye 
5 moge itte faz trpal of thys thing, befoꝛe there were ſome moze 
 theciall direction, which might! leade to a leſſe troubleſome mans 


8 * A 35 
The 


The N op the firſt 
| Eglogue_. „ 


Vnder the ge of Tityrus vil beeing how 
red himſelfe, declareth to Melibeus an nother Neate- 
heard, the great benefittes that he teceyued at Auguſtus * 
hand, who in the ſpoyle of Mantua 8 him an 
goods and ſubſtaunce n 


Tru. happilie thon lyſte n vnder a beech tres, 
All in a fine oate pipe theſe ſweete ſongs luſtilie 3 i 
Me, poore ſoules goe to wracke, and from theſe _ .. remooued, 
And fro our paitures ſvveete: thou Tityr, at eaſe in a lott 
Mal ft thicke groues io reſound vvith ſonges of brane r, 
Nee 
0 Melibzus, he vvas wh man but a God vvbo tk me: 
E uer he shalbe my God : from this ſame Sheepcot bu altert 
- Os a tender I ambe ball vuant, vvith blood to bedevv chem, 
e e. gift did he gine, to my Heeres thus freelie to vuander, 
to my ſel fe (thou ſeeft) on pipe to reſound vvhar w7 _ 
Mclibxus, 
Oruteb thee ſure I doo not, but this thing makes me to wvonder 2 


e e 
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VV bet va: then to 
.T here did 1 ſee (it aibac) that youth vobaſe beftes Thy 


: 2 = 4x — —— 
o 
. 
A M 


Cu remooue my Goates : here, Tityre chant get forvvard 
Po * 


ore olde cron, tvvo tuvynt at a clappe ith boyfterons baſilles 
Left the behind, be#t hope i my flock laid hard on a bare Rone, 


Had not a luck leſſe lotte poſſeft our mindes, I remember 


VV arnings oft fro the blaſt burnt oaks vue ſavy to be ſent v:. 

oft did a left band crovv foretell theſe thinges in her bull tree, 

But this God let vs heare vuat be uva, good Tityre tell s. 
— 


: T hat ſame Cittis ſo brane vvbich R ome vvas voont to he called, 
Foole did I thinks,to be like this of ours, wohere vve to the paitares 


VVonted vvere to remoone from dammes our young prettie Cattell. 
Thus did 7 thinke young vohelpes, & Kids to be like to the mothers, 


5 7 did vvont compare manic great thinges vvith many little, 


B ut this aboue al towunes as lofiily moxenteth ber higb bead, 
A, by the lovve baſe abrubbes tall Cypreſſe thooteth aboue them. 
r 


Aud vvhat did thee moone that needes thou muſt goe to ſee Rome? 


Tityru 8. „ it 
Freedome : vvhich though late, yet once lookt backe to my pore flate, 
After time vwhen haires from my beard did ginne to be vvhitich: 


Ter lookt back at laſt and found me out after a long time, 


Vi ben Amarill vv once obtainde, Galatca departed ; 
For ( for I vvill confeſſe) vvhilſt as Galatea did hold mee, 


5 Hepe did I not for freedome, and care had I none to my cattell. 


9 4 
» 
* : 


7 hough mate faire young heaſtet our folde for the aulters eforded 


Au mani cheeſes good fro my preſſe vuere ſent to the Cittie: 
; Seldome times did 


bring anie ore of pence fro the markatr. 
Melibaus. ©! | - 


o Atnarill, voberefore, to rhy Gods (very much did 1 meruaile) 
| Heanilie thou didſt prais: ripe fr 


praic : ripe fruites vngatbered all Fil: © 
Tityrut is not at home : theſe Pyne trees Titre miſt thee. 


5 


| Feuntaines longd for thee: theſe hedgrovves vvicht thy return bome 


be doone ? from bondage could not 7 vvind oui: 
Meiler 1 could bang found ſuch gentle Gide any abit H. 
by comrſe ſtill 
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F ortmightrwhole to obſerue on the Alters ſure will I not faile. 
Tbas did be gentlie graunt to my ſute when firft I demannded. 
Keepe your heardes poore ſlanes as erit,let bulles to the makes fill. 


e eee 1 5 
Happy olde mau, then thou thalt haue thy farme to remains fill, 
2 and large to thy ſelſe, others nought but ftonie grauell: 

And foule ſiymis ruth where wirb their leer be beſprinkled, © 

Heere no unwoonted foode ſball grieue young theaues who be laded, 

Nor the infections fonle of neighbours flocks chall annoie then. 

 H appie olde man. In chaddowy bankes and coole prettie places, f 

Heere by the quainted floodes and ſprings mo#t holie remaining, 
Here, theſe quickſets fre:h which lands ſeuer out fro thy neigbber: 

And greene willow rowes Which Hible bees doo rewice in, | 

Oft fine whiftring noiſe, chall bring ſweete ſleepe to thy ſences. 

V nder 4 Rock ſide here will projner chaunt merrie ditties, 

N either on bighe Elme trees thy beloude Dones loftilie 2 

Nor prettie Turtles trim, vvill ceaſe to crooke vvith a good 


þ 


: 


1 Tin * 
Firſt, therefore ſwift W chall flie for foode to the dies ward, 
And from fich vvith drawn broade ſeas theſelues chal auoid hence: 
Firſt, (both borders broke) ¶Araris ſhal run to the Parthaztsr, - 
And likewiſe T ygru hall againe runne backe to the qer mas: 
Ero bus comntnannce ſweete hall ſlippe once out from my hart roote. _ 


De poore ſoules,muſt ſome to the land cald eAfﬀfrice packe hene. 
Some to the farre Scythia, and ſome muſi to the ſwift flood Oaxy,  _ 
Some to Britannia coaſtes quite parted farre fro the whole worid sV,, © _ > 
Ob theſe paſtures pure thall I nere mere chance 10 bebold yo? | . © 
Andour cottage poore with warme turnes conerd about trim, | 
Ob theſe trim tilde landes, shall a rechleſſe ſewldier bane them ? 
And thall 4 Barbarian haue this croppe ? ſee wbat a miſchieſe 

Diſcord wile hath araiſde / for whom was our labour all tooke ? _ 3 — 
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. Diſcourſe er 


N ov Melihes ingraf earie Rocks, ſette vines in an order. 
Now goe (my brane once that were) O now got my kidlings. | 
Neuer againe ſhall I now in a greene bowre 2 repoſed 
Ste ye 3 briers farre a loofe ci on 4 bigh bil, 
N ow hall I ſing no Iyg ges, nor whilft I doo fall tomy qunkets. 


Shall ye my cn g ſweete flowres ee 75 about me. 
ityrus. 

Yet thou mailt tarris beere,and keepe me ompanie thu Abr, : 

Allen a leauie couch: good eAples ripe I dos not lacke, 


' Cheftnutts ſweete good Nore, and plentic of curddes will I ſet thee. 
M arke i the Towne how chimnis tops doo beginme to be ſmoaling, 
"OF nd 55 the Mountaines * how thaddomes grow to be larger, 


The 


i 


N UN 
* 2 * 0 98 2 bl 


1 


I he ſeconde Æglogue called 
h.. 


g The Argument. 


Virgill in the perſonne of Corydon as ſome thinke, complaynetng 
that he is not ſo gratious with Auguſtus as he would bee; or 
els it is to be referred to a youth Alexander, which was giuen © 
him of Aſnius Pollio, whom he blameth for the vnſtedfaſtnes 
of his wittand wandring appetite , in refuſing the freendly 17 
counſayle which he vſed to giue hin. 


T Hat Sheepheard Corydon did burne in loue with Alexis,, 
 Allhis maſters deare ; and nought had he whereby to hope for. 
Onely in beechen groues, and doleſome ſhaddowy place. 
Dailie reſorted he: there theſe rude diſordered outerye s, © 
Hylles and deſert woodes throughout thus mournfully tuned. © 
O hard harted Alex, haſt thou no regard to my ſweete ſong? © 
Pyttieſt me not a white ; yea makſt me nowe that I ſhall dye. e 


vet doo the beaſtes find out fine ſhades and trim pretty coole plottes 


And fro the ſun beames ſafe lie lyzardes vnder a buſhtufte: _ 
And for workmen toughe with boyling heate ſo beparched, 
Garlick ſauery ſweete and coole hearbes plenty be dreſſed. 7 
But, by the ſcorcht banke ſydes thy foote ſteppes ſtil Igoe plodding. 
1 5 0 0 a N 
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Thoſe fane li | 
_ _ VVhatdid Amyntforſake rthis excerciſe to be cunning ? 
One pype with ſcauene ſundry ſtops matche ſweetly together. 


> + 


. 

in A Diſcourſe of 
Hedgerowes hott doo reſound with Graſhops mournfully ſqueaking, 
O had I not ben better abyd Amarillis her anger? © 

And her proude diſdame ? yea better abyde my Menalcas ? 

What though brown did he ſeeme? yea ; woman. what: be ſo gal. 
O thou fine chery cheekt child truſt not t*much to thy beauty. (lant 
Black violetts are tooke when dayſes white be refuſed. 8 
Me thou doſt deſpiſe vnnowne to thy ſelfe yet Alexis: 


What be my riches great in neate, in mille what aboundance, 
In Sicill hylles be my Lambes of which there wander a thouſand, 
All times, colde and hoteyet freſh milke neuer I wanted, 


Such be my Muſicke notes, as (when his flockes he recalling) 
Amphion of Dice did vic on ſhore Aracynthus. 

Mach miſhapt I am not, for late in a bancke I behelde me, 

VVhen full ſeas were calme, to thy Daphais neede not I giue place 
No, though thou be the iudge, if pictures haue any credite, 
O were thou content to remaine with me by the dow nes heere, 

In theſe lodgings ſmall, and helpe me proppes to put vader, 
And trym kydling flocke wich me to drive to the greene fieldes: 


Pan in ſinging ſweete with me ſhouldſt brauely reſemble: 
Pan, was firſt the inuenter,pypes to adioyne in an order: 


Pan, 


poore flockes and Sheepheardes to moſt duly regardeth. 
thou needſt not feare to bruſe with a ſeete pype: 


« 
ql 
01 


Haue I my ſelfe, Damztas which ats death he bequeathd me, 


And ſayd, heere, thou art now the ſecond which euer hath ought it. 
So ſayd Damætas: but Amyntas ſpightfully ſcornde it. 

Alſo, two pretty ſmall wyld kyddes, mo 

HFaue I, that heere i' the dal Kant: 
| Twyce in a day two teates they ſuck: for thee will I keepe them. 


| Jauer beſpotted 


es doo runne ant ſafe I doo feare me. 


Wondrous faine to haue had them both was Theſtylis of late: 
And ſo ſhe ſhall : for I ſee thou ſcornſt hatſo- euer I gine thee. 


: Come hyther O thou ſweete face boy: ſee ſee, to thy ſelfe heere 
How fayre Nymphes in baskets full doo bring manie Lillie: 
White violets {weete Nais plucks and bloomes fro the Poppies, 


' 


o 


1 


Engliſh "Weng 


Cafia, 1065 mary Goldes, with pancyes, and Hy acinthus. 

And I my ſelfe rype peaches ſoft as ſilke will I gather. 

And ſuch Cheſtnutts as Amarill was wont to reioyce at. 

Ploms wyll I bring likewiſe : that fruite ſhall be honed alſo, 
And ye O Lawrell twygges ſhal I croppe,and myrte thy ſelfe next. 
For ye ori wont, {bound both in a bunch) moſt ſweetely to ſauour. 


Thou art but a enen Corydon ; theſe gifts eſteemes not Alexi: 
Nor by thy gifts to obtaine art mei te to incounter Iolas. i 
VVretch, (ahlas) whats this that! wiſh? ſouth blaſts to theyong flowers 
Or cleete cryſtall ſtreames with loathſome ſwyne to be trouble? 
Ah mad boy from whom dooſt runne ? why Gods ithe woods dwelt: 


* * a 
4 - N 


And Paris * of Troy: Pallas moſt gladly reioy ſeth, i N 


In theſe bow res: and in trym groues we all chiefely delight vs, 
Grym Lyoneſſe doth courſe curſt wolues, ſo wolues doo the kydlinges. 
And thele wantou Kyddes likewiſe theſe faire Cytiſus flowers. 
Thee Corydon (O Alex) ſome pleaſure euery wight pulles. 
See theſe yoked = fro the plough nowe ſcemeto be lett looſe. 
And theſe ſhaddowes large doo declare thys ſun to depait hence 
Styll I doo burne in loue. What meane in loue to be loołt for? 
Ah Corydon Corydon, what raging fury docth haunt thee, 
Halfe cropt downe be thy vynes and broade brauncht elmes overhang © 
Rather about ſome needefull worke now buſy thy ſelfe well, (chem. 
Eitlier on Oſyers tuffe or bulruſh weave pretty ba: ketts. 
And if Alexis ſcorne thee ſtill, mayſt hope for another. 


FIN. : 


-._ Jdurffnof enferp2yſe fo goe any further with this rude tranſlati- 
on: beeing fo2 the reſpects afoꝛeſayd a troubleſome and vnpleaſant peece 
of labour: And therefaze theſe ſhall ſuffice till further occaſion Nall 
ſerue to imploy ſome p2ofitable parnes in this behalfe. „ | 
The next verſe in dignity to the Hexameters, is 5 b Carmen Elegiacu 35 

Which conſiſteth of foure feete t two od fillables : _ the two firſt es. = 
eyther Dactyli oz Spondæi indifferent, the one long ſillable : next two 
Dactyli and an other long ſillable - - -vv-- vv - vv - ſome domeaſure 

it in this ſoꝛte (and moꝛe truely vet not ſo readily to all) actoũt = 
0 


two invifferently either pactyli 03 18 0 „then one Spondzi = 
X» A. OT 


- 


\ 


Anapzſti. But it commeth all to one reckoning. Thys verſe is 


tonde yenthimimer will hardly be framed fo fall together in 


ſake ſhall be ſufficient. 


toulde. 


| F 4 | Diſcourſe of 


[ 


alwayes vnſeperably adioyned vnto the Hexameter, and ſer⸗ 
ueth eſpecially fo the bandling of loue and alliances, whereof 
it taketh the name. It will not frame altogether ſo currantlys 

in our Engliſh as the other, becauſe the ſhoꝛtneſſe of the ſe⸗ 


good ſence,aftcr the Latine rules. J haue not ſene very ma⸗ 
ny ol them made by any: and therefoze one 0; two foꝛ example 


1 Diſtichon out of Ouid. 


I vgeninm es ſuerat pretio us auro, 
At nunc barbaria eſt grandi babere nibul, 


Pay thus be tranllated, 


Learning once was thought bb be better 1 any gold Was, 
Now he that hath | not walth i is bur a n 


And tore. 


Omnia ſunt bominion tenui pendent file by 
Et ſubito caſu que valuere ruunt. 


Tis but a ſlender t all mens ſtates do kiveade on: 
And moſt goodly thinges quickly doo fall ro decay. 


As foz the verſes Phalocium and 1 „IJ haue not 
as pet made any fryall in them: but the Sapphic J aſſure you, 


in my indgment wyl do very pzefty, if $ wants which J ſpeake 


were once ſupplied, Foz fryall of which J haue turned the new 
Poets ſwerte ſong of Eliza into ſuch i Sapphic as Þ 


Thys verſe conliſteth of theſe ue tete , one Chore, one 


ſpondæ, one dactyl, andtwo Chorcis, with this addition, that 
 affer enery third verſe be ſette one Adonium verſe, which cons 
 iſkethoka — and a ſpondæ. It is moze troubleſome and 


| tedious | 


7 noliſh Pier 


tedious to frame in our eee reaſon they runne without 


difference, euer verſe being a like in quantify 


quantity thzoughout, yet 


in my tudgement ſtandeth meetely well in the ſame. 


Ip? 
loke the Coppy which J haue tranſlated in the fourth Eglogue 


of the Sheepheardes Calender: þ ſong of Colins 25 which 
Hobbinoll ſingeth in pꝛayſe of the Nueenes matey, vnder W 


name of Eliza, 


doo bathe your bzeſt: 
Fozſake your watry bowꝛes and hether loke, 
at m requeſt: 5 | 
And onely you Uirgins that on ParnaG dwell, 
hence floweth Helicon the learned well, 
helpe me to blaſe 
her wozthy pꝛaiſe 
That in her ſex doth all excell. VEE 


Df fayze Eliza be your filuer long 1 
that bleſſed wight: : 
The flowze of Uirgins, may the dourith long, 
in p2incely plight. | 
Foꝛ the is $ yrinx daughter without ſpott, 
Which Pan the Shepbeards God on her begot: 
ſo ſpzangher grace, 
of beanenly race, 
Ho mozfall blemilh 1 may her blott. 


6 where the littes. ec, 
The Saphick verſe, 


_oy-==Py= Yo 
u - -- 
. 

* 


ve dainty Nymphes thati in this bleſſed broke, 


T A Dilcourle of 
0 pe Hompbes moſt fe wt. relozt to this b:wke, 


to bathe there your p2etty bꝛeaſts at all tunes: | 


LEAN | hc oo" + 1 


b e ams, 
3 Whence the learned well Helicon beginnee ß 
CTR ET ING Goren 


mounteth __ are 


: 4 the ſiluer wages of f Eliza ung yi, | 
Pꝛincely wight whoſe peere not among the virgins - 


E . Can be found: — rome among bs. a 
Fr „ FT now let vs all pay 


Foz Syrinx * he is, ofher bes 
Df the great God van, thus of heauen arpſeth, 
All * * rate: any moztall harde happe 


cannot apꝛoche her. 


- 8 in a grally grene plot, 
of WE Clathed in weedes miete foz a pzincely mayden, 
1 


* 3 Sete 
J  boancly beſoming, 


7 


Decker is that crowne ha vpon her bead ffandes 
Bapes, the Pzimroſe and violetts,be ſette be; bow - 
1 | .-Hopfull a ight in. 


"- | | Sap, behold did ye ever her Angelike face, 0 
BB... Lie toPhzbefayze? oz her heauenly bauour, 

| * grace IEEE r 
WE | anew ihe liks Ones h 


re 8 
meier be vo vepeict dünne chere, 


5 


-_ * 


: ira he durit b2ight beames or his owne with hers match, 


TIE e e eee 5 N 
De The 5 foz tobe loaden, | 
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| Phzbus once peept fw:th with a godly guilt wwe; 


Foz to gaze: but when he ſawe the bzight beames 


5 ee ee en eee 


tab mare him. ; 


| When 3 ſunne be behelde belowe hire, | 


Bluſbt he red fo2 ſhame, noꝛ againe be durſt loke :- 


l to; to be vanquilhf, 
Shew thy * now Cynthia with thy 45 raves, 


And behold her: neuer abaſht be thou ſo: 


EN * | pk 192 beames of her heauenly beautp, * : 
thou art in a "Ty dalht? 


But J will fake heede that J match not her grace, 
Mith the Laton ſede, Niobe that oute did, 


_ _ mo . in a ſtone repent: to all i 
een 


Pan he may v well boaſte that he did begit her 
Such a noble wight, to Syrinx is it iop, 


6 ee do bleat out, 
Shall a milke white Lambe fo my Lady be offred: 


| Foz my Goddell der l: yea A lol ber Heardgrome 


though but a rude Co 


Unto that place Caliope doth high her, i 
 Whero my Godbeſle 128 to the Came the Puſer 


A. iti. 


Atter 


or Then the daunce wpll be enne, to my Lady therefd;e - | 


A Diſtodtſe of! 
15 . 
Foo cherefll "PAS 


35 not it Bay bꝛaunche that aloft in handes they baue, 
Enne to giue them ſure tu mp Lady Eliza: 


© fo ſweet they play-atd to  theltimeds ung too 
7 1 beaunly to heare(f, 


Sas, the Graces trym to the liroake do fte it, 
Deftly dauncing,and meriment doo make them, 


Sing othe-infrumentstoreioze the mu. i 
wants not a fourth grace: 


Shalbe geune that place, foz a grace ſhe ſhall be 


l in heaune, We 
may be receined, 


a ot whether i an ren 
all thus fine in a rowe together: +--- 


Raunged 
ws. eee 


"they thether all goe. 


1 fi. S 


Dne that is therechiefs that among dhe tea goes, 
Called is Chores of Olyues the beares a nt 6 


„ e neee a 


5 . 
| Speede ve there tu ber grace, but among ye take herde 
| „ | 
dauetie requireth. 


— 


When ve tall paeſent ve bettze her in 1 
Ser —— * 


8 


— 


\ 


*. " 
„ 
* 


Boing the Pinckes therewith many Gelliflowzes Iwöte, 
And the Cullambynes : let vs haue the Wlpneſo! e 


With the Coznation that among the loue laddes - To 

5 woentes to be wozne much. 

Daffadowndillies all a long the ground ſtrowe, 

the Cowſlyppe with a pꝛety paunce let 

_ Kyngcuppe and Lillies ſo beloude of all _ 
| nd 


DPͤne verte there remaineth vntranlated ae retywith ſome ; 5 1 
other of this loꝛte, which J meant to haue finiſhed, but by re 
ſon of ſome let which J had, J am conſtrained fo defer to ſum 


other time, when J hope fo gratify the — 
verſes of this ſoꝛt: foz in frueth 4 "of 
delight in this kinde of verſe, as any other ocuers- .. 
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Al Diſcourſe of 


Heere followe the = SHIGA or gene- 


rall cautions of Poetry, preſcribed by Hotace, firſt ga- 
thered by Georgius Fraleiciu: cremnicenſs: which I 
thought good to annex to thys Treariſe , as very ne- 
2 obſeruations to be marked of all Poets. 


4 bis pile ad Piſ ones 


we Poetica. 0 


95 88 whit 7 he mater acorn 
oz ſttaunge, oz monſkrous. Fo2 a womans head , a bozle 
necke, the bodie of a dyuers coloured Byzd , and many mem 
bers of ſundzy creatures compact together, whoſe legges end⸗ 
ing like a Fylhes tayle: this in a picture is a wonderful defo2- 
mitie: but if there be ſuch dinerfitye in the frame of a ſpeeche, 
ang bncomely oꝛ ilfanoured? 
Che oꝛnaments 02 colours mult not ber foo many, noz 


. rathly aduentured on, neither muſt they be vſed cuery where 
| and th2ulk into enery place. 4 
uſt bee duely obſerned , that | 


| great matt D 
pry =. dy, ern dag foz it belongeth much both to the comli⸗ 
neſſe and nature of a matter: . 


1 In Poetirall deſtriptions, the ſpeeche mul not exceede all 
in, egattif all courſe 


* 0 
The diſpoũng of the wozke muſt be ſuth, that there be no 
offence eee eee it were by too crquiſite dilligence: foz 


tur ious 


Engliſh Poetic. 


handling be made offencine. Neyther'is it in one part 
to be well furniſhed, and in another to be neglected. Which is 
pꝛooued by example of a Caruer, who expꝛeſſen very artificially 
the heade and vpper part ofa body, but the reſt dee could nat 
mike an endè ot. Againe, it is pzoned thus, that a body ſhauſd 
not be in other partes beautifull, and pet bee deſoꝛmed in te 
crooked noſe: foz all the members in a well a op er „„ 
be aunſwerable, ſound, and well pzopoztioned, 757 
6. Me that taketh in hande to wꝛite any thing mull fir il take by 
_ beede that he be ſufficient foz the ſame : fo2 often vnwary fwlcs 
though their-.raſhnes are ouertooke with great want of ability 
7. The oꝛnament of a wozke tonſiſteth in woꝛdes, and in 
the manner of the woꝛdes. are either ſimple oz mixt, newe o: = 
olde, pꝛopper oꝛ tranſlated. Jn them all good iudgment mut 
de vſedand ready wytt. The chiefeſt grace is in the moſt fre: 
guented wo2des,foz the ſame reaſon holdeth in woꝛdes, as doth. 4 
in copnes, that the moſt vſed and tried are beit eſtemed, 
8. The kinde of verſe is to be conſidered and aptly applied 
to tbe argument, in what meaſure is moſt mite foz enery ſ 
Che moſt vſuall kindes are foure, the Heroic, Eelegiacy lam, 


bick, and Lyric. +, + 
5. One mult bſe one kynde of ſpreche alike in all —_ ä 
Sometime tbe Lyric ryſeth aloft, ſometime the comicall | 0 
the Tragicall w2pters belong pꝛoperly the bygge and boyſte⸗ 
rous woꝛdes. Eramples mult be menen actoꝛding fitly to 
the time and place. 
10. Regarde is to be had of affections: one thing becommeth 
| pleaſant per ſans, an other ſadde,another wzathfull, an other 

gentle, which muſt all be h&defully reſpected. Thee 's 
therefoze are requiſite in verſes, beauty, fweetnes, and the af. 
fection. Theophraſtus ſapth that this beauty- o2 delecta lenefle 
is a decopt,and Ariſtotle calleth it i momentany 
"gg Dweetnefſe retapneth a Reader, affection moaeth | 
dim 26 

1 Euery perſon muſt be fitted acco2dingly., andthe peeche .. 
well o2dered : wherein are to be conſidered the dignity, age, 


= foztune, OO Country, c, ot eche _—_ „ 
| B. i. | 2 _ The | 


z 
. : : 
4s 
* 


de purpoſeth 


it be alwayes agrerable, and the laſt like vnto the firſt, and not 


tongues, as the Latines tooke much out of the Greckes, the 
won des are not ſo pꝛeciſelie to be followed , but that they bee 
altered accoꝛding to the i 


ftraungly oꝛ too long. 


A Dicourſe 1 


12 The perlonnes are epther to be fapned by the Poets them 


to immitate, and whereout he bzingeth his exam 
ples, But if he fayne newe perſonnes , then muſt he kepehis 
roi, that is equallie: ſo bꝛinging them in eche plate, that 


make one perſon nowe a bolde boaſfer, and the ſame ffraight- 


waies a Wiſe warie man,fo2 that is paſſing abſurd, Againe,e- 


uery one muſk obſerue . 4", which is interpꝛeted connenren- 


_ rien fitneſſe : as it is mite and agreeable euery where, a man 
to be ſtoute, a woman ran a feruant crafty, a young man 


13 Matters which are common may be handled by a poet as 


_ - » they may be thought pꝛopper to himſelfe alone. All matters of 


themſelues are open to be intreated of by any man: but if a 
thing he handled of ſome one in ſuch ſoꝛt, as he thereby obtaine 
great pꝛapſe, he maketh it his owne oz pꝛopper to bimſelle, 
as many did w2ite of the Troiane war, but yet Homer made 

matter which was common to all, pꝛopper to himſelfe, 


14 Where many thinges are fo bc taken dut of auntienter 


ent and will of the Immitatoz. 
which pzecept is at of nbd v5acth Non verbum verbo neceſse 


eſt reagere. 


15. The beginning mult not be oli pant that is, 


\6: The pzopalition — let it not be far fetched 02 vn 
likely, * lame * dicke rences of ages and 


5 Ina Comedie it is needfull to exhibite all the acti- 
. ä bnhonelt , 03 ougly, ch 


Eines a, boꝛrowed of others, if he bozrow them, then mult hes | 


' Eoglih Poetrie. 


ſuch thinges may better bar declared by ſome mite and bands | 
ſome wozdes, after what ſozte they are ſappoſed to bes 
—— 


1 Ik a Commedre —_ moꝛe Actes then fine, it is 
. if fewer, it is not ſafficient, " 2 
It fytteth not to bꝛing in the perſonnes of Gods , but in 
verie great matters. Cicero ſapth, when the Tragedy w2ps 
ters — bꝛing theyꝛ matters to good paſſe, they runne to 
God , Let not moze perſonnes ſpeake together then foure 

. foz anoyding confuſion, 
- The Chori muſt be well garniſhed Clette foozth: wher⸗ 
in eyther menne are admoniſhed , 02 repꝛehended, oꝛ tounſap⸗ 
led vnto vertue. Such matter muſt bee choſen foꝛ the Choy 
rus, as may bee miete andagreeable to that which is in hand. 


As fo2 inſtruments and ſinging , they are Reliques of olde| 
Amplicitpe . Foꝛ the Muſicke commonlye vſed at Theaters 
and the licenciouſneſſe of theyꝛ ſonges , which together wyth 
they2 wealth increaſed among the , W 


diſcipline and good manners. 


19 Jn a Satyr theclowniſh company. and rurall Gods, EY 


wyth ſome my2th.and paſtyme. Jn teſting it mult be obſer- 
ted that it bee not lacpuious o: Apbaldlike + 02 ſlaunde⸗ 


tenges. 
In aStyr unte chrede is fo be taken , of the place, of 
the day, and the per rfonnes : as of Bacchus, Silenus, OG 1 


matter, and of the wozdes that they be fitted accozding tothe 
: of Decorum , that he which repꝛeſented ſome nonle 


r: finallie of the bearers , leaſt they bee offendedbymyring | 


noptome with merry thinges, 


| 


are bzought in to temperate the Yeaninefſe of Tragedies, | | 


rous, which pecept holdeth generallie in all ſoztesof wzys oo a 


Satyres. Againe of the vnmeetneſſe o2 inconnenience of the 


perſons 
perſonage in the Tragedie, bee not ſome ne buly fool in the Sa 


ty e 
filthy matters with ſeſfes , wanton toves wyth vnhonelh ä 


the laſt kinde Menander, which continued and was accounted 


ments were Lati ine. 
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- 20, . The fete are to be applied p2opper fo eucry kinde of 
verſe, t therin a Poet muſt not vſe to much licence 02 boldnes, 
The aũcient wziters in Iabick verſes vſed at firſt pure labicks: 
Afterwards Spondæus was admitted into Zocos impares, but at 
laſt ſuch was the licentious cullome, that they woulde both 


Spondzus where they liſted , and other feete without regarde. 


21. In compyling of verſes great care and circumſpection 
muſk be vfed, 


Thoſe verſcs which be made Ertempoz e, are of no great es 


Nimaften : thoſe which are vnartiffctall, are vtter ly repelled as 


too foliſh. Though many do lightlic regard our verſes, pet 
ought the Careleſneſſe of the hearers to bee no cauſe in vs of 


errour and negligence, Who deũreth to make any thing woz- 
thy to be heard of learned eares, let bymr reade Grecke Authozs 


r and continually, a | 
Artes haue their increaſinges euen as other things, ber⸗ 


* 3 ſo haue Tragedi —— were firſt rudely inuen 
ted by Theſpis, at laſt were much adoꝛned by Eſchylus: at the 
firſt they were pꝛactiſed in Uillages of the Countrey , after⸗ 


wardes bꝛought to ſtages in great Citties. | 
23. Some Artes do increaſe , ſome do decay by a certayne 


natur all courſe. The olde manner of Commedies vecayde, by 
reaſon offlaundering which therein they vſed againſt many, 
fo2 which there was a penaltie appointed, leaſt their bitternes 
ſhould pꝛoceede too farre: In place of which among the Latincs 

tame the Satyres. 


_ Theauncienf Authozs of Comedies, were Eupolis, , - Cratis 
nus, and Ariſtophanes, of the middle ſozte, Plato Comicus, of 


the moſt famous. 
24. Poet ſhould not content himſclfe onely with others 


= innentions;but himlelfe allo by þ example of old wꝛpters holde 
bꝛing ſomething of his owne induſtry, which may bee laudable. 


Do did they which wꝛitte among the Latines the Comedies 


- called Togatæ, whoſe arguments were taken from p Greckes, 


and the other which wzytt the a „ the argu⸗ 


25. perde 


En eliſh Poetry. 


29. Herdefulneſſe 15 good - compoſition maketh a perfrtte 
verſe, and that which is not ſo may be repꝛehended. Che facul- ; 
ty of a good witte exceedeth Arte. 
26. A Poet that he may be perfect, hath neede to baue know 


ledge of that part of Philoſophy which infoꝛmeth p life to good | 


manners. The other which pertaineth to naturall thinges, is is 


leſſe plauſible, hath fewer oznaments,and is not ſo p2ofitable. - 
27. A Poet to the knowledge of Philoſophie ſhoulde alſo 


adde greater experience, that he may know the faſhions of men 


and diſpoſitions of people. Thys p2ofit is gott by franieliings 
that whatſoeucr he w2yteth he may ſo erpzeſſe ber it, that 
hys narration map be foꝛmable. 

28. The ende ol Poetry is to w2yte pleaſant thinges „ and 
pꝛoſitable. Plcaſant it is which delighteth by beeing not too 
long, 02 vneaſy to be kept in memozp, and which is ſomewhat. 
likclie,and not altogether fo2ged. P2ofitable it is, which ar. 
_ reth vppe the mindes to learning and wiſedome. 

29, Cortaine eſcapes ate tobe pardoned in ſome Poets, pe- Ye 
cially in great woꝛkes. A faulte may bee committed cither in 
reſpec of hys pꝛopper Arte.oꝛ in ſome other Arte: that a Poet 
ſhoulde erre in pꝛetepts ofhys owne arte, is a ſhamefull thing, 
to committe a faulte in another Arte is to be boꝛne withal: as 
in Virgill, who fapueth that Æneas comming into Aﬀeica ſle 
with hys darte certaine Stagges, whereas inderde Affrica 
path in it none of thoſe beaſtes. Such errours dw happen cy- 
ther by unte defulnts, when one eſcapeth thein by negligence: 
oꝛ by the common fragility of man, betauſe none there is which 
can know all thinges. Therefoꝝe this laſt kinde of errour is 
not to be ſtucke vppon. | 
| 309. Agood Poet ſhould haue reſpect to thys, how to retaine 


bys Reader o2 hearer. In a picture ſome thing deltghteth bee ⸗ 5 


ing ſette farre of, ſomething neerer, but a Poet ſhoald delight in * 
all places as well in ſunne as ſhaddowe. 


31. In a Poet is no meane to be admitted, which if bi bee 5 I 


not he of all is the woꝛſt of all. 
32 APoeme if it runne not ſweefely and ſmothly ts odious: 


which is pzoued n of the two ſenſes, hearing and t — 5 | 


R. iii. — | 


/ tet him not enterp2ifc any thing where vnto his nature is not 


ent wyſe men ſet downe the belt things that pertained to mans 
life, manners, oꝛ felicity, and examining and pzouing the ſame 


Citties: of T yrezus who firft made warre : of Homer, who 


tticke to confeſſe when he crreth : that the wozſe be may learne 
to auoyde, and knowe howe to follow the better. 


tle minde. Celſus and Quintillian do'repozt of Hippocrates, 


tat leaſt he ſhoald deteiue his poſterity , he confefſed tertayne 
8 — as it well became an ertellent minded man, and one of 
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ng · as in ciwerte and piealaunt meates. And the Poem muſt 
bee of that ſozte , that fo2 the ſweteneſſe of it may bee actep⸗ 
table and continue like it ſclfe vnto the ende, leaſt it wear xe 0 


8 dztue away a Reader. 


33. Mee that would wzyte any thing wozthy the poſteritye, 


agreeable. Mercury is not made of wood (as they ſay)neyther 
both Minerua fanour all ſtudies in cucry- one. In all Artes 


nature is the beſt helpe, and learned men vſe commonly to ſay 
that A Poet is as well borne as made a Poet. 


34 -Letno man eſtteme himſelfe ſo learned, but that de may 
ſabmytte hys i52ytinges to the iudgments of others, and coꝛ⸗ 
rect and th2zoughly amend the ſame bimlelfe. 

35 The pꝛofitte of Poetry ſpꝛang thus, foꝛ that the aunci⸗ 


by long experience of time, when they were aged they publi⸗ 
thed them in wꝛptinges. The bſe of Poetry what it was af 
the firlf, is manifeſt by the examples of the moſte learned men: 
as of Orpheus who firſt builder'he houſes: of Amphion who made 


wꝛyt molt wylely, 3. 
36 Jn anartificiall Poct thate thinges are requilttc , 


ture, Arte, and dilligence. 


37 A wzyter mulk learne of the learned „and he muſt not 


The confeſſion of an errour betoken a noble and; a gens 


credite, Foz (as ſayth Celſus) light witts becauſe they 


_— daue nothing, wyll haue nothing taken from them. 


38. Jn making choiſe of ſuch freendes as ſhould tell vs the 


8 — our w2ytinges, b&dcfull iudgment muſt bee 


bled : leaſt epther we chooſe vnſkylfull folke , o2 flatferers,02 


diemblers. = vaſkilfall know not how to iudge, flatterers 


fears 


„ 


Engliſh Poetry. 


keare to offende, viſemblers in not pꝛapſing do lame to com- 1 


39 Let no man deteiue himſelle, oꝛ ſuffer. bimſelle to be de⸗ 


ceiued, but take ſome graue learned man to be iudge of his do ⸗ 15 5 | 


ing. and let him accoꝛding to hys counſayle change and put ny 
what he thinkcth good, 

40. He which wyll not flatter and is of ability fo indge, let i 
him endeuour to nothing ſo much, as to the cozrection of that 


quiſite tudgment, . Me which doth not thus, but offendeth wil⸗ 
fully in bꝛeaking his credite too ralhiy, may be counted fo iS 
madde, furious, and franticke fole. 

41. The faultes commonly in verſes are ſeauen, as cither I 
they be deſtitute of Arte, of facility,oz oꝛnament: ozels, they 
be ſupertiuous, n ambicious, 02 needelelle, - C2 


Out of the E piſtles 1 Mecrnatem, 


Auguſtum, 8 Florum. 


421 An immitation ſhould not be too ſeruile 02 ann 
as though one durſt not varry one iotte from the example : neys 
ther ſhould it be ſo ſenccleſſe oꝛ vnſkilfull, as fo immitate thin ⸗ , 
ges which are abſurde,and not fo be followed. Lo 
43 One ſhonld not altogetber treade in the ſfeppes of others, D 


Haunted 02 vſed of others, Horace bozrowed þ Iambick verſe 


his vnſcemely wor des and pꝛatling tauntes hee moſte wylhlye 7 

ſhunned. 

44 Jnour verſes We ſhould not gape, after the pbꝛales of the 
_ loste, but ffriac to haue * waitings allowable in "ng 

| Ui. TT a. 


which is wzytten, and that let be done with earneſt and er⸗ 


but ſometime he may enter into ſuch waves as haue not bene 
of Archilocus, tcxpꝛeſling fully his numbers and eleganty, but 
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thing be taken from the newe : ncyther may we thinke but that 
the way lycth open ſtyll to others to attaine to as great mats 
ters. Full well lapd Sidonius to Eucherius , J reucrence the 
olde wꝛyters, pct not ſo as though J leſle eſtæmed the vertues 
and deſertes of the w2yters in this age. 


: 50. 0, Poets a are either fuch as deſire to be liked of on ſtages, 
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invgments of lerne ment: 97 | 1 
45. The common peoples . of woets is ſeldome 
true, and theretoꝛe not to be ſought after. The vulgar ſoꝛt in 
Nome iudged Pacuuious ts be very learned, Accius to bee a 
graue wꝛyter, that Aﬀeatiius followed Meninder,Plautus, Ex 
picharmus : that Terence extelled in Arte Cæcilius in gravity: 


5 but the learned ſoꝛte were not of this opinion. There is extant 3 
in Macrobius (J knowe not whether Angellius) the like vers 


dite concerning them which wꝛyt Epicrammes, That Catullus 
aud Caluus wꝛytt fewe thinges that were good, Nexus obs 
fcare, n vnconielp, Cynna vnplealant, and NMemmmmus 


rough. 


46. The olde wepters are ſo farre to be commended, as no⸗ 


47. Newnes is gratefull if it be learned: fo? certaine it is, 


Artes are not bothe begunne and perfected at once, but are in 
trealed by time and ſtudie: which notwithſtanding when they 


are at the full perfection, do debate and decreaſe aghine. 
Cic. de orat. There is nothing in the woꝛld which burſteth 


out all af once, and commcth to light all wholly together. 


38. No man ſhould dare to pꝛactiſe an Arte that is daunge⸗ 
eeng;elyecinity befoze be haue learned the ſame perfcaly:: ſo 
doo guyders of Shyppes : : ſo doo Phiſitions : but fo did not mas 


nie Komaine Poets (yea ſo doo not too many Engliſh wzy- 
ters) who in a certaine coꝛragious heate gaped after glozy by 


wꝛyting verſes, but ſewe of them obtapned it. 


49. A Poet ſhould be no leſſe ſkylfull in dealing with the 
nffectes of the mynde, then a tumbler oꝛ a Juggler Choulde ves 
rrady in his Arte. And with ſuch pyth ſhoulde he ſette foozth 


bys matters, that a Reader ſhould ſerme not onely to heare the 


thing, but fo ſer and be pꝛeſent at the doing thereof. Which fas 


tulty Fabius talleth ? UTE) and Ariftorle myo wwyerrrr deen Seiner. 


\ 


£ 
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as Commedie and Tragedie w2yfers: oz ſuch as woulde hos f 
regeſtred in Ltbzaries. Thoſe on ſtages haue ſpeciall reſpect to 
the motions of the minde, that they may ſtirre bothe the eyes 
and eares of their beholders. But the other which ſerke to 
pleaſe pꝛiuately with the walles, take good aduiſement in their 
wozkes, that they may ſatiſfy the exact iudgments ol learned 
— in their ſtudies. 8 
à Peet choulde not bee foo impoꝛtunate, as to offende in 

14 ſperches: oꝛ bngentle, as to confemne the admo⸗ 
nitions of others: oꝛ ambicious , as to thinke to well of hys 
owne doinges: o2 to wayward, as fo fhinke, reward enough 
cannot be gyuen him foꝛ his deſertc, oꝛ finally to pzoude, as fo. 
dels ze to be honourcd aboue meaſure. 
2 The emendations of Poemes be very neceſſary ,- that in 
the oblcure poyntes many thinges may be enlightned, in the 
baſcr partes many thinges may be th2zoughiy garniſhed . Mee 
may take away and put out all vnpꝛopper t bnleemely wozds, 

he may with diſcretion immitate the auncient wepters, he may 
abꝛidge thinges that are to lofty, mittigate thynges that are 
too rough, and may vſe all remedies of ſpeeche thzoughout the 
whole woꝛke. The thinges which are ſcarce ſemely , be may 
amende by Arte and methode. 

53 Let a Poet firſt take vppon him, as though he were fo 
plap but an Actoꝛs part, as he map bee eſt med like one which 
wuꝛpteth without regarde,neyther let him ſo polliſh his wozks, 

but that euery one fo2 the baſeneſſe thereof, may think to mage 


as good. Yee may likewyſle exerciſe the part of geſturer, as 


though he ſeemed to meddle in rude and common matters, and 
yet not ſo deals in them, as it were foz variety ſake, no2 as 
though he had laboured them thoꝛoughly but tryfled with them, 
noꝛ as though be had ſweat foꝛ tiſem, but pzactiſed a little, Foz 
fo to hrde ones cunning, that nothing ſhould ſeme to bee laboz- 


ſome oz exquiſite, when notwithſtanding, euery part is polli- 5 


ſhed with care and ſtudie, is a ſpeciall gyft which Ariſtotle cal⸗ 
5 "Tl 22 


1 elegant woꝛdes, but to vnderſtand alſo and to ſet fwath 


It is onely a poynt of wyſedome . „to vſe many and Eo 


Lt. * thinges FT} hog 


I His ſmall trauell courteous Reader) [ defirethee take 


with greater diſcretion, taken in hande and laboured by 
ſome other of greater abilitie : of whom I knowe there be 
manie among the famous Poets in London, who bothe 
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thinges which pertaine fo the happy ende of mans life, Where- 


vppon the Poet Horace, calleth the Arte poeticall, without the 
knowledge of learning and philoſophy, a prating vaniry.Thers 
loꝛe a god and allowableJoet, mult be adoꝛned with woꝛdes, 
plentious in ſentences, and if not equall to an D;atoz,yct very 
nere him, and a ſpeciall loucr cf learned men. 


FINIS. 


P Epilopus. 


quiſite cenſure concerning this matter, but (as chou mayſt 


in good worth : wh 0 haue compy led, not as an ex- 


well perceiue, and) in trueth to that onely ende that it 
might be an occaſion, to haue the ſame throughly and 


for learning and ley ſure, may handle this Argument far 


more pythilie theu my ſelfe. Which if any of them 


wyll vouchlafe to doo, I truſt wee ſhall haue Engliſhe 
Poetry at a higher price in ſhort ſpace : and the rabble of 
balde Rymes ſhall be turned to ſamous workes, compa- 

eee 


_- - Engliſh Ph.... 
rable(I ſuppoſe) with the beſt workes of Poetry in other 
rongues, In the meane time, if my poore (kill, can ſette 
the ſame any thing forwarde, I wyll not ceaſe. to practiſe 
the ſame towardes the framing of ſome apt Engliſh Pro- 
ſodia : ſtyll hoping, and hartelie wiſhing to 1 the 

benefitte of ſome others ivdgment,whoſe authority | | 
may bearegreater credite, and whoſe 
learning can better per- 
forme it. 
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